Rock Hill, South Carolina

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
11:00 AM

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD TYPE

PRELUDE
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Stand)
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who
is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN

“Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise”

ELW 834

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Glory to God”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray together.
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you
transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our
cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST LESSON (Sit)
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 50:4-9a

4The

Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord God has opened
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord God helps
me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be
put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are
my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM
We read the Psalm responsively by whole verse.
1The

heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
2One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.

Psalm 19

9The

fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
SECOND LESSON
A reading from the book of James.
1Not

James 3:1-12

many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking
is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to
make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes
strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.
5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a
small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains
the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can
tame the tongue - a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we
curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.
My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh
and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt
water yield fresh.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

GOSPEL LESSON
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, from the 8th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 8:27-38

27Jesus

went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others,
one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 31Then he began to teach them that
the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 34He called the crowd with his
disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and
forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON (Sit)

Pastor Gregg Hoffman

HYMN OF THE DAY (Stand)

“Will You Come and Follow Me”

ELW 798

APOSTLES’ CREED
We now profess the faith we share, using the words of the Apostles' Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water and word. Continue to nurture
your church, that it is a place where your presence is experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to lands devastated by
tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters. Restore forests and curb overflowing waters.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who are in danger. Strengthen
first responders to help meet to the complex needs of others. Grant your peace to all in war-torn lands,
especially those in Afghanistan. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the oppressed. Break chains of
discrimination and injustice. Free those who are bound by illness and suffering, especially Jim, Herb, Pat,
Emily, Sylvia, Bill, Steve, Kay, Yvonne, Eric, Mary, Bill, Madeline, Earl, Barbara, Steven, Kathy, Ted, and Frank.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that in our prayer, praise, and
worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep our disagreements civil and increase our joy in
working together. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life. We give you thanks for the saints
who now rest in your embrace, especially Laurie Foster. We pray for Laurie’s family, and all who are grieving
the loss of loved ones. We remember this day those who were killed in terrorist attacks twenty years ago. May
the memory of all who rest in you be a blessing to the living and inspiration for our days. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
At this time in our worship, we invite you to share the Peace of Christ with others.
Feel free to share the peace with others nearby, or, if you are alone, give someone a call after worship!
OFFERING (Sit)
https://onrealm.org/gracerockhill/-/give/now
ANTHEM

“Auch mit gedämpften”

J.S. Bach
Olga-Maria Cruz
Also with muted, weak voices is God’s majesty honored. For if the Spirit only resounds with it,
it becomes such an outcry, that it is heard in heaven itself.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Stand)

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now
to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, led them on
all their journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Pour out your Holy Spirit in this meal, and make us one in this community of faith and with your people
throughout the world.
Glory and praise to you, O God, Author of life, Word made flesh, Power of the Most High, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Come now to the banquet, for all is ready and all are welcome.

All God’s children are welcome to the table by God’s grace.
Please notify the Pastor if you would prefer gluten-free bread.
Communion is received by the Pastor placing the sacrament in your outstretched hand.
Those who are not receiving Communion are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD (Sit)

COMMUNION HYMN

“Healer Of Our Every Ill”

ELW 612

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING (Stand)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray together.
O God, in this Holy Communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with words of
mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart,
serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you
with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
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