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February 9, 2021
Grace Family,
Good afternoon. This week we are approaching the Feast of the Transfiguration, which means another
Lent is right around the corner. This year we have a better sense of the pandemic, including what opportunities are reasonably safe. With that in mind, this letter introduces our Lent for 2021, beginning with
words that are borrowed from the language heard in the preface to the Eucharist:
“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.”
Given the current demands for preserving public health, the bold phrase above accurately describes our
approach - for almost a year now, we have continued to offer our worship to God in a manner that can
be experienced at all times and in all places. We did not expect this for Lent last year, but now we know
better the challenges we face, as well as the opportunities.
This year we will embrace the virtual experience of the Lenten journey, equipping ourselves to make
connections with God and grow spiritually in this time. We are offering ‘Lenten Kits’ for each household, which will include ashes, supplies for midweek connections, spiritual practices, and guides for worship. This approach will be new for all, empowering us to connect at all times and in all places.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. This year, our observance of Ash Wednesday will be virtual only there will not be in-person worship on that day. However, we are providing ashes for each household,
and instructions for how to prepare and use them when that time comes in the worship video. If you
have never done this before (particularly for yourself, or a member of your family), let me assure you that
this is one of the more powerful, holy experiences available to us. While we would all surely prefer to receive ashes at the church building, I have confidence that this opportunity will be meaningful for all.
Wednesdays in Lent will also be virtual only this year. This decision allows us to worship and engage
in a reasonably safe manner, and knowing what to expect has enabled us to plan ahead for the full season. Each week, beginning at 6:15 on February 24, we will share in ‘Supper and Spirit’ together.
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The goal of these Supper and Spirit events is to set aside an intentional time for feeding body, mind, and
spirit, by engaging with Scripture, a spiritual practice, and evening worship. We encourage you to participate in a casual manner, enjoying your supper as we dwell together in God’s Word. Each week, Pastor
Rachel and I will lead a reflective conversation (similar to the Virtual Coffee Hours) in which we will
look back on how the previous Sunday’s Scripture has impacted our week, and we will invite you to do
the same. We will also look ahead at the coming Sunday’s readings, and together we will begin to allow
those messages to inform and shape the remainder of our week. While we may share our thoughts, we
will be inviting yours as well, and we hope to foster a fruitful, lighthearted conversation of sorts.
Each week we will be introducing a spiritual practice, too - a new practice we can all try for ourselves, allowing for deeper spiritual connection in our lives. Not every practice will resonate with every
person, and that is fine. The goal each week is to add options that may, given due time and attention,
help us to connect with our Triune God. Then, at 7pm, we will all worship together using weekly worship videos of Compline. More information about Compline is found in the worship guides, which are
included in the Lenten Kits.
There will be several opportunities for worship during Holy Week, both virtual and in-person. Times
for these are posted on the Lenten flyer, and on the church calendar, too. As with the Sunday worship
services, these will continue to be spoken worship services of Word and Sacrament.
All that remains is getting started!
To pick-up your household’s Lenten Kit, we ask that you do one of two things:
1. Contact the Church Office, letting us know you need your supplies brought to you, or
2. Contact the Church Office, letting us know when you will be picking up your supplies personally.
We are asking for this information so that we know how best to connect with you in preparation for Lent.
For those who need their materials brought to them, the sooner we know, the sooner we can get you your
supplies. And for those who are going to pick up their own supplies, we need to know when you will be in
the church building for contact tracing. There will be a sign-in sheet on the conference table in the
Common Room, as well as several signs to help you build your household’s Lenten Kit with everything
you will need (even if no one is in the church office at that time to assist).
Thank you all for your accompaniment on this 40-day journey. Together we will commit to connecting
with the text, being fed in our spirits, and finding faithful ways to praise God at all times and in all places.
Peace in Christ,
Pastor Gregg Hoffman

