ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA

SERVICE OF THE WORD – REFORMATION SUNDAY
WITH THE RITE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
OCTOBER 25, 2020
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD TYPE

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We are slow to share the good news of your gift of salvation.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own. Hear now the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, may you live each day in freedom
and joyfully share in the holy work God sets before us in the world.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN

“Word of God, Come Down on Earth”

ELW 510

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Gloria”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray together.
Almighty God, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit
on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
TEMPLE TALK

Growing In Ministry Excellence

FIRST LESSON

Frances and Walker Stockley
Jeremiah 31:31-34

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.
31The

days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt - a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says
the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember
their sin no more.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 46

1God

is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains shake in the depths
of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day.
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted
in the earth.”
11The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
2Therefore

SECOND LESSON

Romans 3:19-28

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.
19Now

we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified
in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart
from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the
sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he
justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that
of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to John, from the 8th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
31Jesus

said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples;
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants
of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free,
you will be free indeed.”
32and

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Gregg Hoffman

HYMN OF THE DAY

“The Church of Christ, in Every Age”
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM FOR CHARLES HOLDEN RUFF
PRESENTATION AND AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of Baptism and for Holden, one with us in the body of Christ,
who is making public affirmation of his Baptism.
We present Charles Holden Ruff, who desires to make public affirmation of his Baptism.
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Holden, whom you have made your own by water and the Word
in Baptism. You have called him to yourself, enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished him in
the community of faith. Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of Baptism and unite the hearts of all
whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
Holden, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response to each: I renounce them.
People of God, do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Holden, you have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
God made with you in Holy Baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Confirmand responds:
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support Holden and pray for him in his life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Holden, hear the word of God from John 14:26-27:
“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life, and we pray your blessing upon Holden who professes
his faith this day.
Stir up in Holden the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
Let us rejoice together in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of Baptism! Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world!
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it.
Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the
working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation
for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery
and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill,
especially Bob, Karen, Neal, Jean, Margaret, Kay, Yvonne, Eddie, Steve, John, Bea, Jack, Eric, Doug, Mary,
Jennifer, Frank, Bill, Madeline, Ed, Earl, Barbara, Steven, Kathy, and Ted. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to
the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have
shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and the reformers of our own time, who work for the
renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF PEACE
Our Lord Jesus Christ sent forth his peace long ago, and it has continued to flow through generations of
faithful followers. The peace of Christ abides with every one of us in this time, reminding us that we remain
God’s beloved. We trust that, even in times of separation, it is the abundant peace of Jesus Christ that will
bring all of God’s children together once more, and one day, will restore us in his glory with the rest of God’s
good creation. Today, his peace continues in you. The Peace of Christ is with you.
And also with you. Amen.
OFFERING
https://onrealm.org/gracerockhill/-/give/now
ANTHEM

“Refuge and Strength”

Mark Hayes
Virtual Choir

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Stand)

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together. Merciful God,
our gifts seem small, but we know you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our entire lives.
We long to be fed at your table once more, but in this time of distance, draw near to your children, and let
us feast on the Gospel hope you freely share with the world. Accept the offering we bring and strengthen
us for service in your name, for the sake of the risen Christ. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
United as one church, deployed across a great distance, we unite our voices and join in the prayer that
our Lord taught us:

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You serve as the light of Christ for the world.
Thanks be to God.
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