ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA

SERVICE OF THE WORD – ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 1, 2020
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD TYPE

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We are slow to share the good news of your gift of salvation.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own. Hear now the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, may you live each day in freedom
and joyfully share in the holy work God sets before us in the world.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN

“For All the Saints”
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Gloria”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray together.
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to
know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
TEMPLE TALK

Growing Across All Generations

FIRST LESSON

Heather Litzinger
Revelation 7:9-17

A reading from Revelation.
9After

this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm
branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated
on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen!
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.” 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have
they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 34:1-10, 22

1I

will bless the Lord at all times; the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.
will glory in the Lord; let the lowly hear and rejoice.
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; let us exalt God’s name together.
4I sought the Lord, who answered me and delivered me from all my terrors.
5Look upon the Lord and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed.
6I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me and saved me from all my troubles.
7The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord and delivers them.
8Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who take refuge in God!
9Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, for those who fear the Lord lack nothing.
10The lions are in want and suffer hunger, but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
22O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.
2I

SECOND LESSON

1 John 3:1-3

A reading from John.
1See

what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are.
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now;
what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him,
for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Matthew 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, from the 5th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
1When

Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to
him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Gregg Hoffman

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Shall We Gather at the River”
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NICENE CREED
With our Christian siblings of every time and place, we unite our voices, professing the faith we share:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the ☩ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for the reign of Christ to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church,
the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose sacrifices witness to your gospel across
time and space. Inspire us by their courage to carry our faith to new people and places around us.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every place, the universe proclaims your greatness from generation to generation. Bless the work of
naturalists, conservationists, and park rangers who train our attention to the wonders of the world you have
made. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every nation, guide this country - red states and blue states, rural voters, and urban voters, young and
old - as we share in another national election. Kindle hearts eager to seek our common good, and remind us
always to place our trust in you, regardless of the outcome. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every blessing, your Son’s blessing came to those living with poverty, grief, hunger, thirst, and
persecution. Awaken in us your call to serve all who suffer. Restore those who are in need of healing,
especially Bob, Karen, Neal, Jean, Margaret, Kay, Yvonne, Eddie, Steve, John, Bea, Jack, Eric, Doug, Mary,
Jennifer, Frank, Bill, Madeline, Ed, Earl, Barbara, Steven, Kathy, and Ted. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every venture, anoint us with the missionary spirit of the early church. Bless all new missions of our
synod, especially Cristo Rey in West Columbia. Empower testimony from new communities of faith to shape
a diverse witness to your saving power. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name and gathered to yourself. Comfort
us as we grieve those who have died, especially the family and friends of Bill Banks, uncle to Kathy Bridges and
Wally Seigler. In faith, may we join with them in ceaseless praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around
your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF PEACE
Our Lord Jesus Christ sent forth his peace long ago, and it has continued to flow through generations of
faithful followers. The peace of Christ abides with every one of us in this time, reminding us that we remain
God’s beloved. We trust that, even in times of separation, it is the abundant peace of Jesus Christ that will
bring all of God’s children together once more, and one day, will restore us in his glory with the rest of God’s
good creation. Today, his peace continues in you. The Peace of Christ is with you.
And also with you. Amen.
OFFERING
https://onrealm.org/gracerockhill/-/give/now
ANTHEM

“Shall We Gather at the River/Near to the Heart of God”

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Stand)

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

Arr. Mark Hayes
Jeremy Mims, piano

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together. Merciful God, Lord of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around
your Word, and shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from
your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your grace and care for all that
you have made, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
United as one church, deployed across a great distance, we unite our voices and join in the prayer that
our Lord taught us:

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“I Will Rise”

Chris Giglio, Chris Tomlin, Matt Maher, and Jesse Reeves

A PRAYER FOR OUR NATION:
Let us pray together. O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. Where
anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant
healing and illumination. Help us in these days to elect trustworthy leaders, participate in wise decisions for
our common life and serve our neighbors. Bless those we elect, that our nation may grow toward peace
among ourselves and be a blessing to other nations of the earth; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You serve as the light of Christ for the world.
Thanks be to God.
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TODAY IS ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
This is the day on which we celebrate the church of all places and times, which includes those alive today and
the dead who now live in the presence of Almighty God. United in Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior, we are one in
the fellowship of the church catholic, for not even death can separate us. Saints are sometimes famous for their
life of faith – people to whom we look for inspiration in our discipleship. Saints are also the millions of Christians,
unknown in the church and world, who dwell under the canopy of God’s mercy, faithfully serving Christ in love.
Saints are the baptized people of God who, this day, gather throughout the world in thanksgiving for God’s
mercy to all generations – together we look with joyful expectation towards the day when all generations are
drawn together into the endless glory of resurrection dawn.
We remember with joy and thanksgiving all who have died and rest secure in Christ,
as well as those whose names have been submitted for remembrance today:

H.B. Alewine

Mickey Anderson

Bill Banks

Gus Bridges

Naomi Bridges

Martha Brown

Fonda Cassada

Clyde Cates

Mildred Cates

Diane Clowney

Chris Cobb

Angela Demoret

*Tim Denton

Pat Doolittle

Gene Dube

Lucy Fetner

Pete Fetner

Dorothy Fogelberg

Harry Fogelberg

Paul Fogelberg

Frances Gardner

Dan Girven

Anita Grogan

Audrey Hartman

Peggy Hartman

RC Hartman

Yvonne Harris

Beverly Jacobs

Catherine Ketner

Phillip Ketner

Arlene Labudski

Donna Leibensperger

Verona Marshall

Sewell Mason

John Nesbitt

Todd Nichols

Dr. David Nix

Pat O’Hea

Ernest Panther

Muriel Panther

Jimmy Peay

Louis Plante

Marion Plante

Angie Price

Leslie Quinones

Judie Ranges

Bob Ravenscroft

Michael Saddow

Mildred Schwandt

Reed Schwandt

Roland Schwandt

Calvin Seigler

Martha Seigler

Catherine Shaw

Loyd Shaw

Ruth Sliney

William J Sliney

Adalee Stockley

John Sublett

Doris Tegtmeyer

Helen Ulvestad

John Watt

Wendy White

*Thom Winters

*members of our congregation who have died since last All Saints Day

