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SERVICE OF THE WORD – DAY OF PENTECOST
MAY 31, 2020
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD TYPE

PRELUDE

arr.

WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of Baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks for the gift
of Baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-watered
garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, water
flowed forth from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in our font, in our homes, and for all water
everywhere. Wash us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you
can give.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN

“Spirit of Gentleness”
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE

“This Is the Feast”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray together.
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us
by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your
peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son, and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON

Numbers 11:24-30

A reading from Numbers.
24Moses

went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy elders of the people,
and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took
some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them,
they prophesied. But they did not do so again.
26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on
them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the
camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua
son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses
said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets, and that
the LORD would put his spirit on them!” 30And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM
24

Psalm 104:24-34

How manifold are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, living things both small and great.
26There go the ships to and fro, and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it.
27All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.
28You give it to them; they gather it; you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
29When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return
to their dust.
30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; and so you renew the face of the earth.
31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; O LORD, rejoice in all your works.
32You look at the earth and it trembles; you touch the mountains and they smoke.
33
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will praise my God while I have my being.
34May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the LORD.
25Yonder

SECOND LESSON

Acts 2:1-21

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
1When

the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of
each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs - in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another,
“What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 14But Peter,
standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem,
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only
nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will
be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men
and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

John 20:19-23

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
19When

it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Rachel Hoffman
“Holy Spirit, Rain Down”

NICENE CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins. We look for the ☩ resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
We call on your spirit of unity, giving thanks for your Holy Spirit poured out on all people. Empower your
church to share your Gospel with the world, revealing your love for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and our atmosphere, breathing energy into
all things. Heal the whole creation with your breath, especially those who struggle to breathe due to air
pollution. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We call on your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are divided, unite us. Wherever we are
prideful, humble us. Give each one of us a heart for justice and empathy. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We call on your spirit of healing. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, and hospice workers
as they care for those in need. We pray for all who long for comfort and health, especially Art, Jill, Emily,
Kathy, Eric, Ellen, Doug, Mike, Ralph, Kim, Buck, Pauline, Mary, Darice, Jennifer, Frank, Bill, Madeline, Ed, Earl,
Barbara, Steven, and Susan. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We call on your spirit of friendship. Surprise us daily with unexpected grace in the ways we are connected,
that we rejoice in every blessing you send. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We call on your spirit of hope. As you have led your saints in all times and places, stir in us the desire to follow
their example, leading us from death to new life in you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
https://onrealm.org/gracerockhill/-/give/now
ANTHEM

“Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God”

by Keith Getty & Stuart Townsend
Virtual Choir

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Stand)

“Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together. Merciful God,
our gifts seem small, but we know you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our entire lives.
We long to be fed at your table once more, but in this time of distance, draw near to your children,
and let us feast on the Gospel hope you freely share with the world. Accept the offering we bring
and strengthen us for service in your name, for the sake of the risen Christ.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
United as one church, deployed across a great distance, we unite our voices and join in the prayer that
our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, keep you from harm,
and fill you with courage, as you share the joy of Christ with the world. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”
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DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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