GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH – ROCK HILL, SC
SERVICE OF THE WORD – PALM SUNDAY
APRIL 5, 2020
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES ARE IN BOLD TYPE

BLESSING OF THE PALMS
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!
The Lord be with you!
And also with you!
Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was proclaimed Messiah and King
by those who spread garments and branches along His way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we may enter into your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
1When

Matthew 21:1-11

they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this,
‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been
spoken through the prophet, saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

6The

disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed
were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest heaven!”
10When

he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds were
saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN

“All Glory, Laud, And Honor”

ELW 344

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ
to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to
your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 50:4-9a

A reading from Isaiah.
4The

Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps
me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be
put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM (Read Responsively)
9Have

mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken pot.
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, “You are my God.
15My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

Psalm 31:9-16

SECOND LESSON

Philippians 2:5-11

A reading from Philippians.
5Let

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him
the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
LENTEN ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Matthew 26:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
1…[Jesus]

said to his disciples, 2You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will
be handed over to be crucified. 3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of
the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 4and they conspired to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5But they
said, "Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people." 6Now while Jesus was at Bethany in
the house of Simon the leper, 7a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she
poured it on his head as he sat at the table. 8But when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said,
"Why this waste? 9For this ointment could have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor."
10But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a good service
for me. 11For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12By pouring this ointment
on my body she has prepared me for burial. 13Truly I tell you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the
whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her."
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Rachel Hoffman
“Lamb of God”

ELW 336

APOSTLES’ CREED
Together we confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.
God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us bold and
joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the message of your redemption. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of the universe, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems, threatened
habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and researchers who find ways to
restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of grace, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give courage to leaders
who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison and those who face
execution. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of compassion, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or contempt. Heal the
wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or terminal illness. Tend to all who cry
out for relief especially Kathy, Eric, Ellen, Doug, Mike, Ralph, Sabrina, Larry, Kim, Buck, Karen, Brenda, Pauline,
Mary, Darice, Jennifer, Frank, Bill, Madeline, Ed, Earl, Skeeter, Barbara, Steven, and Susan. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of love, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In all things, show us the
ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves for the sake of others.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of glory, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses in heaven and on
earth, especially Sewell Mason, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection, and our hope.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
https://onrealm.org/gracerockhill/-/give/now

ANTHEM

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Stand)

“O Rest in the Lord”
Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz, soprano

Felix Mendelssohn

“Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

ELW 338

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Take care of one another. Take delight also, for God is working resurrection
even now!
Thanks be to God.
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