
 

March 31, 2020  

Grace Family, 

Greetings to you in the these final days of  our Lenten journey. I hope that you have been 
strengthened by conversation with one another and filled by God’s abiding presence in 
recent weeks. I know that we have not been able to worship and gather as we would 
prefer, but I believe we have adapted faithfully to the demands of  this time. Thank you for 
your continuing prayers, your connections with one another, and your holy efforts to be 
the church together in the healthiest manner possible.  

In my last letter, I shared that we would suspend all in-person events and meetings until 
further notice. Now, as we set our sights on Palm Sunday and Holy Week, I am offering 
an update in order to clarify our plans for the coming weeks.  

All in-person events and meetings continue to be suspended for the near future, meaning 
this year, we will not gather physically for Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter Sunday.  

There has not been any signal that the current pandemic is waning since the beginning of  
our suspended in-person activity. Rather, the past few days have seen dramatic increases 
in the numbers of  people infected and, sadly, increasing numbers of  those who have died 
as a result of  this pandemic. The CDC continues to recommend that public gatherings of  
more than ten people be avoided. The Governor of  our state has declared a state of  
emergency and ordered that public gatherings not exceed three people. Taking these 
things into consideration, holding public gatherings (including worship services) would be 
irresponsible stewardship of  the health of  our people and the general population, too.  

Your pastors, staff, and Council leadership all grieve the necessity of  this decision, even 
though we believe it is the most faithful course of  action. With this in mind, there are two 
important things you need to know for the coming weeks.  

First, we are still going to celebrate Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter online. We have 
been learning a lot about digital worship each week and we are committed to providing 
opportunities for meaningful engagement at this important time. We hope that you will 
continue to worship with us along the way, accessing our videos through Grace’s website 
and/or Facebook pages.  
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For these worship opportunities, I invite you to be intentional about your worship. Dress 
as you would for worship at the church. Sing the hymns, pray the prayers, and be as 
present as you can be in the moment. Light a candle - remind yourself  that God is 
present in your home, just as God is present at church. These worship experiences will not 
be the same as our worship together, but they still offer us ways to be strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit. Just as the risen Christ was not held captive in the grave, know that he is not 
captive in the church walls either. Jesus comes to us in our homes, so let us welcome his 
arrival with joy! (Tip: festive apparel can bolster a festive heart, so, perhaps wear a hat!) 

The second thing you need to know is a reminder that Easter is more than just one 
Sunday - Easter is a whole season, boasting 50 days of  celebration. With that in mind, 
when Council determines that it is safe to gather for worship once again, we are having 
an Easter Sunday unlike any other. The date is not yet known, but it seems likely that it 
will fall within the season of  Easter somewhere. So the next time you come to church, be 
prepared to celebrate resurrection to the fullest, because our return is going to be a party!  

In the meantime, know that your pastors, staff, and Council are continuing to monitor 
this situation. Our discernment is guided by prayer and informed by government 
regulations and recommendations. We will continue to meet regularly and share decisions 
as they are being made. We invite your trust that the decisions we make together in this 
time are for the sake of  preserving life, which is itself  a gospel witness.  

Yesterday I read something I found helpful and I want to share it with you now: the 
church is not empty; the church is deployed. Be the deployed church, Grace Family. 
Keep checking-in on one another. Remember, the gospel could not be contained in a 
tomb and God’s church cannot be contained either. And please, let us know how we can 
be church for you in this time, too.  

I invite you to join me in prayer: 
God of  the past, present, and future, we know you have sustained your 
people in every generation. You provided freedom, forgiveness, and a 
willingness to be with us to the end. Today we face an uncertain time and a 
faceless foe. Yet we trust in you, we hope in you, and we rejoice that you are 
with us in this hour. Prepare us to celebrate the journey to the cross and 
beyond the grave. Unite us once more in your holy house as a people whose 
faith has been strengthened in this time. We entrust our whole lives to you, 
in the precious name of  Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Peace in Jesus Christ, 

Pastor Gregg Hoffman 


