Grace Notes
Grace Family,
I have done it again – I’ve worn out my shoes. I buy the same type of dress shoe
every few years and I know exactly where the leather becomes worn through use.
I know that, if I take the time to care for these shoes, applying polish, buffing and
so on, I can make them last longer. And yet, here I sit, waiting on a new pair of
shoes to arrive in the mail, because I did not give them the attention they needed.
The sight of my sock through the hole in my shoe reminds me: all things need
care. This applies to shoes, gardens, HVAC units, relationships, and people, in
general. Without proper care, the wear marks become visible, and a lack of attention leads to problems. Keeping all that in mind, I’d like to provide a couple
of updates, outlining some proactive steps we are taking to provide effective care
in this transition period, as Grace awaits its next Parish Administrator.
The first step is a temporary change in office hours, such that the church office
will now be closed by noon on Fridays. This change is one we could have made
earlier, since the number of visitors has been significantly less on Fridays
(compared to the other days) all year. While searching for a new Parish Administrator, the need to have the office open on Fridays has been more obligatory than
helpful. Pr. Rachel and I had been observing Fridays as our sabbath since being
called to Grace, and that is a practice we must resume. Caring for ourselves helps
us to be better pastors, and it helps us avoid signs of wear. Thank you for helping
us observe sabbath, when possible.
Another way we can show care is to ensure prayer requests and concerns are current. It has been some time since the prayer list was updated, and since we do not
always know the nature of each concern, we’re going to start over. If you have a
prayer concern – for you, for another member, or for a relative/friend – please
be sure to let us know, that way we can add it to the new list. Moving forward,
the prayer list will be updated every month, which should help us keep our prayers current. The process for adding names to the prayer list will work the same as
before – simply let us know by using the tear and share section of the bulletins,
calling the church office, or sending an email to one of the staff.
Finally, I want to express my gratitude for those who have helped us keep things
going during this period without a Parish Admin. Members have reached out to
Pr. Rachel and me, offering their assistance, however it would be helpful. Some
have helped in the office, answering phones and doors. Others have helped simply by keeping things running smoothly elsewhere (like the new approach we are
using for hospitality in the Fellowship Hall, for example). To all those who have
helped in these or other ways: Thank You! If we have not been able to utilize
your help yet, keep offering – there are always more opportunities to show care
through the ministry God has invited all of us to share here at Grace!

Peace in Christ,
-Pr. Gregg

“Do not waste time bothering
whether you “love” your
neighbor; act as if you did.
As soon as we do this we find
one of the great secrets.
When you are behaving as if
you loved someone you will
presently come to love them.”
– C. S. Lewis
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A Note from Pr. Rachel
Part of living as God’s faithful people is being good stewards – thoughtful caretakers of what we have been
given. We were made to be stewards from the beginning—in the very first chapter of Genesis, God tells
Adam and Eve that they have dominion over everything God has created. As we learned in Youth group just
a few weeks ago, this does not mean that we are to dominate, but that we are to care for God’s creation
and to use well the gifts we are given on behalf of God’s mission in the world.
This Fall, our Stewardship Committee is excited to begin a new program called
Stewardship for All Seasons, where we will learn and grow in our role as stewards in all seasons of the
year and of our lives. This new program will begin on October 6th, with the kickoff of our Fall Stewardship
Drive. We look forward to sharing the goals Grace has for 2020, which have been developed by our
congregation’s leadership after much prayerful discernment and listening to what YOU,
the people of Grace Lutheran Church, have been saying we are being called to do here in this place!
Please be in prayer for our Stewardship Committee and our congregation as we continue on this journey of
faithful stewardship together!
Peace in Christ,
Pr. Rachel

Music Notes
As we approach October, I am excited about cooler weather, fall smells, and one of my
favorite holidays: Thanksgiving! Music programs continue through this season, preparing
for numerous services. In the busyness of life I am drawn to one of my favorite hymn texts:
My life flows on in endless song; Above earth's lamentation, I hear the sweet, tho' far-off
hymn that hails a new creation; Thro' all the tumult and the strife I hear the music ringing;
It finds an echo in my soul—How can I keep from singing?
What tho' my joys and comforts die? The Lord my Saviour liveth; What tho' the darkness
gather round? Songs in the night he giveth. No storm can shake my inmost calm While to
that refuge clinging; Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, How can I keep from singing?
I lift my eyes; the cloud grows thin; I see the blue above it; And day by day this pathway
smooths, Since first I learned to love it, The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
A fountain ever springing; All things are mine since I am his—How can I keep from singing?
As we face life’s trials, words such as these remind us to continue singing, finding joy in the
craziness that is life. Let this be a reminder to continue singing! I look forward to sharing
this season with each of you!
Grace to you,
JM

MEMORIALS & HONOR GIFTS
Received in September 2019
In Memory of Helen Corbett
Art and Karen Harris
Memorial Fund
Judy and Sig Huitt
Advancing Christ’s Ministry
Nora and Bill Sliney
Memorial Fund
In Memory of
The Rev. Dr. Eldridge Armand Shealy
Judy and Sig Huitt
Place of Grace
Nora and Bill Sliney
Memorial Fund
Dear Grace Friends,
Thank you so much for the prayers, kind
words, cards, personal conversations and
gifts in honor of my Mother Helen Corbett. I
have been touched by your love and support
more than I can express in words. I am truly
blessed to be part of the Grace Family!
Bob Corbett
FINANCIAL REPORT
August Received (Actual)
August Expenses (Budgeted)
August Expenses (Actual)

$40,764
$47,802
$48,874

September Received (Actual)
September Expenses (Budgeted)

$51,608
$47,802

Year to Date Received
$418,322
Year to Date Expenses (Budgeted) $430,218

A Note from Linda Rhead
My Dear Grace Family,
Words cannot begin to express
how deeply moved I was with
your supportive prayers, stunning reception and basketful of
well-wishes. While I am missing
you all at Grace, I am amply
busy getting my feet wet in
Knoxville. Don and I are temporarily in a furnished apartment,
simultaneously actively seeking
housing, adjusting to being a
one car family in a new area,
and exploring our new home
state. The weather is similar to
Rock Hill, the folks friendly and
the stink bugs are in abundance
this time of year.
All your prayers and support
have made this transition as
smooth as it possibly could be,
and I am heartfeltly thankful for
each and every one. Know that
you are all in my prayers daily.
Love and hugs,
Linda and Don Rhead
[Linda has sent us their current
address - please contact the office if
you wish to have it.]

Grace Fall Fest
Join us for Grace Fall Fest Sunday, October 27, from 4 - 5:30 pm!
Hosted by GYM, this will be an afternoon of
festive fall fun for members of all ages.
We will start in the Fellowship Hall with games and treats,
and then move to the parking lot for Trunk-or-Treat!
What is Trunk-or-Treat? We decorate the trunks of our vehicles,
have treats at the ready, and the kids go car-to-car
“Trunk-or-Treating”!
To sign up for Fall Fest and/or to host a Trunk-or-Treat vehicle,
please fill out your Tear’n’Share, sign up in the Fellowship Hall,
or email Pastor Rachel at pastorrachel@gracerockhill.com
Volunteer Coordinator Opportunities
The Outreach Committee has several volunteer coordinating positions open could God be calling you to one?
Christmas Parade Coordinator – oversee the preparation and distribution of popcorn & hot
chocolate that will be served during the Christmas Parade held on December 6, 2019.
The Angel Tree Coordinator –contacting Marketplace Apartment Complex for a list of
children to receive The Angel Tree gifts; working on a computer template, pinning the
Angel Trees in the fellowship hall.
The Giving Tree Coordinator – contacting the Council on Aging for candidates from their
Meals on Wheels list; working on a computer template, pinning the Giving Trees in the
fellowship hall.

Contact Bob Wasserman about these positions. He can be reached at (803) 415-4449

FAMILY PROMISE - Grace will host Family Promise from Sunday, November
3 to Sunday, November 10, 2019. This ministry invites our neighbors in, providing meals, shelter, and safety while they work towards permanent housing.
Come be part of food and fellowship, and help Grace create a welcoming home
for those we serve. Please take a moment to check your calendar and sign up for
hosting a meal, being an evening host or staying overnight with our guests.
Sign up sheets are in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Sig Huitt for details
(SigHuitt@gmail.com).

SAVE THE DATE
OCTOBER 2019
Hunger Outreach - Thurs & Fri, Oct 3 & 4
Seniors@Grace - Thurs, Oct 24, 11:30 am - BINGO!
Confirmation Sunday - Oct 27
Fall Fest - Sun, Sept Oct 27, 4:00-5:30pm
Festival Choir Christmas Rehearsals—
Sun, Oct 6, 2:00-4:00 pm
Sat, Oct 26, 10:00 am—noon
NOVEMBER 2019
Stewardship Commitment Sunday - Nov 3
Family Promise - Nov 3 - 10
Hunger Outreach - Thurs & Fri, Nov 7 & 8
Festival Choir Christmas Rehearsal—Sat, Nov 9,
10:00 am—noon

Stewardship Celebration & Brunch - Nov 10
LIFT Retreat - Nov 15 - 17 -Crow’s Nest (Lutherock)
Seniors@Grace - Thursday, Nov 21, 11:30 am
Annual Congregational Meeting & Meal - Nov 24
(following one service)
DECEMBER 2019
Winthrop Choral Program Holiday Delights -

Sunday, Dec 1
Hunger Outreach - Thurs & Fri, Dec 5 & 6
Festival Choir Christmas Rehearsal—Sat, Dec 7,
10:00 am –noon
Seniors@Grace - Thursday, Dec 12, 11:30 am
Grace Christmas Choral Concert - Sat, Dec 14,
4:00 pm
Christmas Eve Worship - Dec 24 at 5:00, 7:00, &
11:00 pm
Fifth Sunday Worship and Coffee Fellowship
December 29, 10:00 am

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
3 - Deanna Bielenica, Kay Lynes,
Mara Michailovs, Megan Pehling,
Dee Westbrook, D.J. White
5 - Katie Romero, David Swygert
6 - Earl Gault
7 - Robert Gignac, Ray Reynolds
8 - Heather Litzinger
10 - Alli Waataja
11 - Antonio Echegaray,
Sarah Hrabovsky, Betty Loadholdt
12 - Gretchen Echegaray
13 - Leslie Dunnett, Jonathan Edwards
16 - Brad Smelser
17 - Joshua Tuck
18 - Bob Corbett
22 - Rose Mary Corbett
23 - Earl Gatlin
24 - Cary Bartelmo, Marianne Kramer
26 - Milton Jellum, Judy Wertz
27 - Mary Claire Lowrance
29 - Carter Anderson, Sam Smith
31 - Jeff Myers, Elizabeth Saunders

October

2019

October
Worship Assistants

Thank
You!

Grace Lutheran Church
426 Oakland Avenue
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: 803-324-5295
E-mail: ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Articles for the November 2019
newsletter are due by
October 10, 2019.
Feel free to e-mail the office at
ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com
or drop by Monday through Thursday,
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Thank you!

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (Holy Communion at all services every Sunday)
8:30 AM Worship Service with piano, drum, flute, guitar, and Grace Alone Choir
9:45 AM Sunday School (all ages) and Coffee & Fellowship
11:00 AM Worship Service with pipe organ, piano, and Parish Choir
10:00 AM

Combined Worship Service (on fifth Sundays of the month)

