Dear Grace Family,
The ‘dog days’ of summer are nearly upon us, and the heat is getting real.
One is never far from earshot of air conditioners, doing their best to keep up
with the rising temperatures. Their constant whirring is the soundtrack of
this time of year, serving as background to all our conversations. Sometimes
this noise can be an impediment, making it difficult to hear one another it’s just one more challenge to our ability to listen. It’s a shame, too, since
the practice of listening to one another already seems to be in short supply.
Lately I find it difficult to spend much time on social media or to watch the
news. These mediums ought to be vehicles for the exchange of ideas, but
more often than not, the only things exchanged are petty labels,
oversimplified talking points, and one outrage after the next. As this fodder
goes back and forth, temperatures rise, and conversation quickly turns into
heated exchanges. I am finding it more and more difficult to spot examples
of people actually listening to one another - considering points of view not
initially held. Listening to one another is a crucial part of training ourselves to
listen for the voice of God, something all of us are called to do.
For Pr. Rachel and me, listening is the foundation of our roles. As we begin to
develop a clearer picture of the ministry shared at Grace, we try to listen
first, then lead. Since our arrival in December, we have been listening to your
thoughts, insights, and hopes, while praying that the Holy Spirit would make
plain God’s will for Grace. This is a model of leadership rooted in the
wilderness of the Exodus journey, where pastors serve to continually lift up
God’s teachings and blessings, walking and working alongside God’s people.
This is one important way we show devotion to God and God’s people. This is
also a way of living the faith, one that all of us can practice. By intentionally
listening, we are better able to engage in Grace’s mission of Welcoming,
Nurturing, Equipping, and Sending God’s people for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Intentional listening has given your pastors a picture of this congregation who we are, how we see ourselves, and a foundation for what God might be
calling us to do next. The listening event held back in November and the
Following the Light gatherings were two ways of hearing you better. And in
the several months since, so many of you have shared your thoughts with
Pr. Rachel and me, helping us to better understand this ministry we all share.
As you might expect, the responses were varied; God’s people are varied.
Yet amidst the variety, some common themes were present, too. Everyone
seemed to agree that Grace is a congregation committed to being welcoming
of others. Another widely-held opinion was that the ministry of Grace was
deeply important, both to its members and the community. What better way
to foster a welcoming, vibrant ministry, than to start out by committing
ourselves to the way of listening?
The way of listening is a challenge for most of us. Sometimes I struggle
mightily to be the one who does not jump to speak. Yet in the patient way of
listening, there is almost always something to be learned, and very often the
Holy Spirit provides something we really needed to hear. Perhaps, with a
little more listening, the world might be a cooler, calmer place to live.
Peace in Christ, Pr. Gregg (PS - summaries of the intentional listening events
are available; please let me know if you’d like a copy.)

“We’ve been given
eyes to see, but the
question becomes,
do we let our hearts be
broken by that reality,
and then, do we act?”
~Dorothy Day
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FROM PASTOR RACHEL:
Over the last month or so, the theme of “questions about faith” has popped up in a number of different places, to
my great delight. I’m passionate about people knowing that asking questions about faith is good. Some of us were
raised to believe questioning the church, the Bible, our faith, and even God is bad, or unfaithful – but that’s not
true. Questions are good and faithful, and they show that we are engaged and that we care about what’s truly important – God and faith.
In the Book Study that Pastor Gregg organized this summer, we read “Inspired” by Rachel Held Evans. Her book
talks a lot about questioning – she grew up with her questions discouraged, and that negatively impacted her faith.
It was when her questions were allowed – and even encouraged – that she
began to find renewed faith. In one chapter, she talks about my favorite
book of the Bible, Job. Job faced some truly horrible circumstances, and his
friends discouraged him from asking “Why?” But God was open to Job’s
questions; God even answered. This is true for us, too – God wants to hear
our thoughts and questions. God can handle them. As we discussed
“Inspired” I heard a number of people share that they had similar discouraging experiences as Rachel (and Job).
They were taught that questions were bad, and so they felt they could not ask. They were relieved to hear that
questions are good, that questions grow our faith, and they were excited to ask some long-held questions.
Mid July, I took four of our Youth to Confirmation Camp at Lutheridge. Every day, the kids (over 90 of them!)
were encouraged to write down any questions they had – about the day’s topic, about God, about faith – and to
submit them anonymously. Then, the adult leaders would answer as many as they could over the course of the
week. There were some extraordinary questions asked by these 11- to 14-year-olds. “How do I know God is with
me?” “Does God cause bad things to happen?” “How do I forgive someone? What if I can’t?” “What can I do to
strengthen my faith?” I was blown away by the honesty and vulnerability of these questions, and so grateful that
these kids were given space to ask what was on their hearts and minds. Studies about faith that sticks reveal that
youth who are encouraged to ask questions, and whose questions are taken seriously, are much more likely to hold
onto their faith that those who aren’t. I’m so glad our youth are learning that questions are faithful.
If you have not yet heard that asking questions is faithful, please hear it now! And if you have questions about
faith, about God, about the Bible, let’s talk about them! In asking questions and talking about God, we grow in
faith together.
Peace in Christ, Pr. Rachel
Happy August to all! As the summer continues on, plans are being made for
our fall music programs. When school begins again, all of our ensembles will
resume evening rehearsals. If you are interested in joining any of these
groups, please let me know. There is a place for YOU in the life of Grace’s
music ministry.
Grace Alone: resumes August 26 at 7:20 pm. We have room for singers or other instrumentalists.
Parish Choir: resumes August 21 at 7:00 pm. New members are welcome to join this group!
Grace Ringers: resumes August 26 at 6:20 pm. We are in need of a couple of new ringers. Music
reading is a plus, but not necessary.
Children’s music programs will also resume; more details will be forthcoming over the coming
weeks. As Advent approaches, the Festival Choir will prepare music for our annual Christmas
Festival. Singers are encouraged to join us for this event, even if you cannot commit to weekly
services. Rehearsals for this group will also be announced shortly.

I appreciate our music groups and look forward to another wonderful season with each member.
Musically yours, Jeremy
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SENIORS@GRACE
Mark your calendars for Thursday, August 15 at 11:30 am for our trip
to the Museum of York County. We can see the exhibits about the
moon landing and see a special Planetarium show before they leave the
Museum. This adventure will be $12 per person to cover the cost of the
museum and lunch. If you need a ride, please call Annie Laurie Wheat
(803 980-1834) so she can coordinate pick up at your home.

Please join the Health & Wellness Committee
on Sunday, August 18th
at both services for a

Blessing of the
Bookbags, Backpacks
and Briefcases
As school age members begin a new school year,
kindergarten through college, we wish to send
you off with a blessing. We will also include all
members who are in the workforce, regardless of
what you carry to work: backpack, briefcase,
lunch bag or just yourself! So mark it on your
calendar and bring those bookbags, backpacks
and briefcases with you to worship. We hope to
see all for this special blessing!

EVERYONE IS INVITED!
RACHEL’S RING
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
1:30 - 3:00 PM
GRACE FELLOWSHIP HALL
We will enjoy dessert and have a
“round table” / brainstorming
discussion about:
• When will we meet; day of the week?
• How long will our gatherings last?
• How often will we meet:
- monthly, quarterly?
• Will the card making group and the
writing group meet together
or separately?
• Suggestions of who will receive
our cards.
• Why are we forming this group:
what is our mission?
We need a mission statement!

FAMILY PROMISE - Grace hosts Family Promise
from Sunday, August 11 - August 18, 2019. Sign
up sheets are in the Fellowship Hall. Please take a
moment to check your calendar and sign up for
Please contact Pat Kirk if you have
hosting a meal, being an evening host or staying
questions or haven’t signed up,
overnight with our guests. This ministry invites our
but are planning to come.
neighbors in, providing meals, shelter, and safety
dayspring22@comporium.net
while they work towards permanent housing. Come
803-322-7772
be part of food and fellowship, and help Grace create
a welcoming home for those we serve. Details:
Contact Sig Huitt (SigHuitt@gmail.com).
T July 22, 2019
Dear Pastors and all people at Grace,
H
Tammie Harbert, Katie Romero,
I want to thank you for all the cards,
Pastor Gregg and Pastor Rachel
A prayers, visits and good thoughts while
I was recuperating from the stroke in the hospital
would like to thank everyone
N and at home. They meant so much to me. I know
who participated in 2019
that helped me recover as quickly as I did. I am so
Vacation Bible School “ROAR!”
K happy to be back at church with my church family.
We had a fantastic week learning that no matter
S3 Sincerely, Mary Wicker
what happens, God is good!

MEMORIALS & HONOR GIFTS
Received in July 2019
In Honor of Betty Sue and Wally Seigler
Samuel A. Clowney
Fund to be Designated by the Seiglers
In Memory of Roy Moore
Judy and Sig Huitt
Place of Grace Fund

FINANCIAL REPORT - JUNE 2019
June Received Toward Budget
June Expenses (Budgeted)
June Expenses (Actual)
Year to Date Received
Year to Date Expenses (Budgeted)
Year to Date Expenses (Actual)

$54,667
$47,802
$40,889

WELCM NEEDS COOKIES
Winthrop's Fall Convocation is
Aug 19 at 11:00 am, and
WELCM needs home-baked cookies
to give away at our table! Please bring your cookies in
snack-sized ziplocked baggies to church
on Sunday, Aug 18th.
Thank you in advance for making the WELCM table
super delicious and homey!

$287,843
$286,813
$276,089

From the desk of:
Bob Stonebraker,
Financial Secretary
Income Update:
The good news is that our year-to-date
income is about $5,000 ahead of last year’s
pace. The bad news is that we still are $9,000
below budget. Additionally, we have received
three large one-time gifts so far this year.
Without those gifts we would be behind last
year’s pace, and if we prorate these
donations over the full year, we are about
$25,000 behind budget at this point.
December giving typically is very strong and
will close some of the gap. But, given past
trends, it is likely that year-end gifts will fall
well short of budget.

FLOWER CHART
There are a few Sundays left in August,
September, November and December for which
no one signed up to provide flowers for the
Altar. The sign-up chart is on the wall in the
Fellowship Hall and envelopes are available
there if you wish to make a donation
in honor or memory of someone.
CHRISMONS UPDATE
Our first session of Chrismon crafting produced
fifteen new Chrismons! Many thanks to our
generous donors and our diligent crafters. They will
add to the beauty of our Chrismon Tree at Grace.

LIFT DINNER AND MEETING - Ladies In Faith Together (LIFT) will meet next at the home of
Karen Harris (104 Nims Spring Drive, Fort Mill, SC) on Thursday, August 8, at 6:30pm. Please
bring light summer foods to share - salads, fruit, veggies, or dessert; bring your drink of choice. This
year we are studying the fruits of the Holy Spirit - Galatians 5:22-23. At this meeting we will take a
look at faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Afterwards, we will enjoy fellowship time. If you
know someone who would be interested in joining us at
our meetings and/or our fall retreat, please invite them
or let Karen know. (803-493-5970 / 803-802-7198).
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SAVE THE DATE
AUGUST 2019
Flint Hill Baptist Summer Picnic and School
Supply Giveaway - Tuesday, August 6 at 6:00 PM
LIFT Dinner and Meeting - Thursday, August 8,
6:30 PM - Karen Harris’ Home

BIRTHDAYS

Family Promise - Sunday, August 11 - August 18
Seniors@Grace - Thursday, August 15 - 11:30 AM
Museum of York County & Planetarium Show
Winthrop Convocation - Monday, August 19,
11:00 am - Winthrop Coliseum
Bereavement Lunch - Wed, Aug 21,12:00 pm
GYM Beach Retreat - August 23 - 25 - Isle of Palms
SEPTEMBER 2019
Second Harvest Mobile Food Truck Sept 5
Rachel’s Ring Orientation - Sept. 18, 1:30 PM (FH)
Annual Picnic - Sun, Sept 22, 12:30 PM - Elk’s Park
Seniors@Grace - Thursday, September 26,
11:30 am - (Waataja’s Home)
Fifth Sunday Worship - 10:00 am (One Service) September 29 (no Potluck afterward)
OCTOBER 2019
Seniors@Grace - Thur, Oct 24, 11:30 am - BINGO!
NOVEMBER 2019
Family Promise - November 3 - November 10
LIFT Retreat - Nov 15 - 17 -Crow’s Nest (Lutherock)
Seniors@Grace - Thursday, Nov 21, 11:30 am
DECEMBER 2019
Seniors@Grace - Thursday, Dec 12, 11:30 am
Fifth Sunday Worship and Coffee Fellowship
December 29, 10:00 am
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1 - Brenda Wayne
2 - Bill Sliney, Rich Richter
3 - Karen Monahan
4 - Gerri Polito
5 - Chet Miller
6 - Dawson Harbert, Dustin Stegall,
Victor Mohaugen
7 - Robin Ketner, Eric Schmidt
8 - Sofia Lindenbeck
9 - Kerry Lindler, Steven Capper,
Ellen Gwyn, Mark Pehling
10 - Patti Saunders,
12 - Rick Kirby
13 - Laura Cartner
14 - Glenn Wise
15 - Kerr Carter
17 - Gus Koegler
18 - Nancy Koegler
19 - Lukas Hill, Brian Beer
20 - Johnnie Waataja
21 - Larry Schwandt
22 - Kathy Anderson, Buck Wallace
24 - Kathy Schwandt, Frances Stockley
25 - April Hershey
26 - John Taylerson, Pauline Jellum,
Stephen Pehling
27 - Bela Romero, Linda Bailey,
Amy Cassidy
28 - Sue Waataja, Kenny Meetze,
Ron Hartman
29 - Angela Brown, Jessica Barber
31 - Michael Echegaray, Emily Bigger,
Amber Shockley
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Adult Sunday School - 9:45am-10:45am
Sunday School Resumes August 18 with Rally Day!
Adult Class Schedule:
WOMEN OF THE WORD meet in Room 106. A Bible Study lesson from the Women of the ELCA Gather
Magazine is used. Mrs. Ruth Wasserman is the leader.
CLASSIC BIBLE STUDY meets in Room 107. The scripture (lectionary) readings from worship each
Sunday are used for study and discussion. Both men and women are welcome attend. Mr. Earl Gatlin is the
teacher and facilitator.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY (known as MIT, Men in Training) meets in Room 101. Men of all ages participate in
the class. Various men rotate in leading. They are starting “Ambidextrous Christianity” by Pastor Chris
Brekke.

Grace Lutheran Church
426 Oakland Avenue
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: 803-324-5295
E-mail: ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Articles for the September 2019
newsletter are due by
August 13, 2019.
Feel free to e-mail the office at
ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com
or drop by Monday through Friday,
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Thank you!

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (Holy Communion at all services every Sunday)
8:30 AM Worship Service with piano, drum, flute, guitar, and Grace Alone Choir
9:45 AM Sunday School (all ages) and Coffee & Fellowship
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11:00 AM Worship Service with pipe organ, piano, and Parish Choir
10:00 AM

Combined Worship Service (on fifth Sundays of the month)

