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Our Mission 
to welcome all people into a 
community of God’s Grace, 
nurture disciples who live in 
faith, equip witnesses who 
share the Gospel, and send 
ministers who serve in love. 

 

Our Lord has written  
the promise of  

the resurrection,  
not only in books alone, 

but in every leaf in 
spring - time. 

 
Martin Luther 

www.gracerockhill.com  

Please “Like” us on Facebook 

Grace family,                                             May, 2019  
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! This powerful statement still rings true,       

resounding all around us as we continue our way through the joyous fifty days 

of Easter. Interestingly, this season of celebration has also been spent            

remembering a powerful question posed by our Lord on the night he was  

handed over: “Do you know what I have done to you?” (John 13:12)  

Too often the resurrection is talked about as though it were something purely 

historical, a point in history that has either taken place, will take place at some 

future time, or perhaps both. Our time is better spent dwelling on the ways in 

which reality itself is constantly being shaped by that resurrection. The greatest 

event the world has ever known is ongoing! The resurrection has already     

begun, and we have a part to play as the those who have been redeemed 

through it. So, the question Jesus asked on that night could also be one we ask 

ourselves today.  

In the ancient Christian church, Baptisms occurred on the Great Vigil of Easter. 

Most often, the newly-baptized had come to the waters without much          

instruction about the specifics of the Christian faith. Instead, they spent that 

time taking part in the fellowship of community – the experienced belonging, 

only learning over time to what (and to whom) they would belong. The season 

of Easter, then, was a time for them to meet in groups with clergy, discovering 

what the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit had done to them through Baptism.  

Why would they take this approach? Because the sacred mysteries of the faith – 

grace, love, forgiveness, generosity, and more – were all best understood 

through experience, not explanation. Jesus modeled this approach by washing the 

disciples’ feet and afterwards began to unfold the mystery of the power of love. 

The ancient church called this approach mystagogy, a time of unfolding the great 

mysteries of God’s active grace in our lives – a time to explore in community 

what the resurrection means for daily life. And, having experienced these 

things for themselves, no one was pressured to ‘get it’. I certainly cannot cover 

a subject so weighty in this brief article. Besides, I believe Jesus’ question in 

John 13:12 is more than simple inquiry. Jesus asks the question in a way that 

invites participation, exploration, and discovery. That’s something all of us can 

use.  

Our approach to answering his question shapes the way we live out our lives, 

our Baptisms. Do we know what Jesus has done to us? Do we know what his 

resurrection has done to us, for us? True, the actions of Christ give us life. And, 

as on that night so long ago, they also invite us to live as people shaped by the 

way Jesus lived his life – the one given and risen for us.   

May the peace of Christ enlighten you as you consider his question.   

-Pr. Gregg  
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Happy Spring to all!  

As the school year winds to a close, so does our regular music schedule.  

I want to thank all of the wonderful musicians who give of themselves each week as 
they lead in worship.  

In June, the choirs will begin their summer schedule, meeting on Sundays only.    
This is a perfect opportunity to come be a part of one of the ensembles for a season. 
All are always welcome!  

Grace Ringers will not meet again until the fall. If you read music and are interested 
in playing, come talk to me. We have a couple of openings.  

Lastly, stay tuned for the reopening of a children’s choir this fall. Again, our college 
intern, Kaitlyn Curlee, will take the reins with this group. 

 

Blessings, Dr. Jeremy  

Pr. Rachel’s Newsletter Article for May 

May is a month packed full of Milestones. At Grace, our Milestone program is designed to mark sacred and ordinary 

events in the lives of God’s people. We do this with public recognitions, blessings, and gifts, to help us all recognize 

God’s presence throughout our lives. This month, we will celebrate High School Graduation, Communion, First-Time 

Camper, and Driver’s License Milestones. Each one represents a new step forward in faith and life, and we celebrate 

with those who are reaching new steps. 

While we celebrate these, and several other, specific Milestones during worship, there are so many other milestones 

that we reach in our lives that we don’t want to forget or leave out – and we don’t have to. While in Seminary, the      

students would try out different forms of worship. One that I appreciated involved a time of sharing, when congregants 

could come forward and name joyful events – milestones – in their lives where they felt God working. These could vary 

from getting a good review at work, to adopting a puppy, to learning to tie your shoes, to overcoming a fear. And the 

congregation would celebrate with the member, cheering “Milestone!” and giving thanks for God’s work in their lives.  

Now, this particular practice works best in a relatively small congregation, so we likely won’t add this to our liturgy at 

Grace (with 100+ members at a service, we could celebrate all day long!). But we can incorporate it into our lives in 

smaller gatherings. Perhaps once a week at your dinner table, you might see who has taken a new step in their lives,  

and you can celebrate with them! Or check in with your friend group when you meet for lunch or a round of golf – who 

might have a joy to share? When you’re gathering around the coffee maker before the morning office meeting, ask who 

has accomplished something they’re excited about. And share your own milestones, too. 

Sharing milestones is a great way to share faith. Sometimes, we can feel uncertain in talking about our faith, but talking 

about our joys is exciting! And when we practice connecting our joys to God, sharing faith becomes easier – soon, you 

might find that one of your milestones IS sharing faith. 

This month, I hope you see God working in your life, bringing you joys and people to celebrate them with. And, if you’d 

like to talk, I’d love to hear your milestones, too. 

-Pr. Rachel  
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Nursery Attendant Needed: 
 

Please spread the word that Grace Lutheran is hiring a new nursery attendant.  The nursery attendant’s     
responsibilities include caring for children age newborn through four-years-old, engaging the children with 
books or games during their time in the nursery, attending to the children’s feeding and toileting needs, and 
communicating with parents. Candidates must be at least 21-years-old, have a high school diploma or    
equivalent, current Infant-Child CPR and First Aid certification, childcare-related work experience, and a clean 
criminal background check. This is a part-time position without benefits, and the typical hours are 8 am to 
noon on Sundays and occasional weekday evenings for special events. Compensation is $10 per hour for the 
first year with opportunities for hourly wage increases with each subsequent year of employment. Since the 
nursery attendant can rarely attend Sunday morning worship, candidates who are not members of our      
congregation are preferred. Interested candidates should send a resume to Pastor Gregg Hoffman at        
pastorgregg@gracerockhill.com. 

Communion 
Milestone  
& Class 

 

 

Join us for the Communion  
Milestone Class on  

Saturday, May 11, from 9am - 12pm!  
 

We will then celebrate the Communion 
Milestone (when these members officially 

accept their role as recipients of God's 
grace in the bread and wine of the         

sacrament) on Sunday, May 12th.  
 

This Class & Milestone is open to anyone, 
but is generally designed for children in 
Kindergarten through 5th grade. We will 

bake bread, talk about Baptism and     
Communion, share stories, and learn more 
about God and our faith. Kids, please bring 

a parent with you to this class.  
 

Sign up using the Tear & Share,  
or contact Pr. Rachel.  

EASTER  BASKETS 

OF BLESSINGS 

FOLLOW UP 

Grace received several phone 
calls, thanking us for our         
generosity and thoughtfulness for 
our annual Easter Baskets of 
Blessings. These baskets go to 
Meals on Wheels recipients in the local area.  

One woman, Mrs. Wells, called and thanked us for         
remembering her, stating it made a big difference to her 
since she can no longer leave her home. She lives alone, 
and was hoping her daughter could come on Easter.  

Mr. Bill Nixon is one of the Meals on Wheels volunteer 
drivers. He says the baskets mean so much to the         
community. Each of his clients asked him to please call the 
church and thank us. One of his clients told him the story 
of how a member of her family would always give her an 
Easter basket, and she would look at it and count her 
blessings. That family member passed away, and years 
went by without an Easter basket - until Grace stepped in. 
It means so much to this woman to have Grace continue 
the blessing. She told Mr. Nixon “God is so marvelous, he 
meets all of our needs.”  

And Pastor Rachel took a call from a woman named      
Judith, who is on the Meals on Wheels route. She got one 
of our Easter Baskets of Blessings, and she was so grateful. 
She wanted to thank those who made this happen. She 
said it was so thoughtful, and even the bag it came in was 
lovely. She said she will use every thing in it.  

To everyone who helped in some way to make this         
particular Outreach event happen, thank you, and may 
God bless you in this time after Easter. 

Dear Rev. Hoffman and Congregants, 

The grant given by Grace Lutheran to the Rock Hill   

Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind will be a 

great help to our members. We operate a van to pick up 

our members for the monthly meeting and to go on       

outings and to attend the annual state convention…. 

Thanks for your congregation’s generosity!  

Lynn Hornsby, Treasurer       

To the members of Grace Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your most generous grant. We are now 

assured we will have transportation for our meetings, our 

annual state convention in August, senior camp, and oth-

er events.  
 

We will pay our van insurance coming soon. Our income 

is from donations and candy sales by our members. 
 

We wish to thank each of  you for helping us continue to 

have fellowship together and to carry on our efforts to 

make life better for the blind and visually impaired at 

home and nationally.  
 

Sincerely, Winifred Spears, Associate Secretary 

Rock Hill Chapter National Federation of the Blind of SC 

mailto:pastorgregg@gracerockhill.com
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Health Tips: Information from Grace’s Health and Wellness Committee 

 

Stroke - By Rick Richter, M.D. 
 

‘How could we sing the Lord’s song in a Foreign Land?  

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand whither! 

Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth, 

If I do not remember you, if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.’ ~ Psalm 137:4-6 

 
Although stroke is a very common illness today, it was not formally described until the 1920s by British     
physician John Cooke and was originally termed ‘Apoplexia’ (to suddenly fall to the ground motionless and 
speechless – as if struck by lightning) by Hippocrates (circa 240 BC). Indeed, the Hebrews may have            
described the illness five centuries before that as referenced in the Psalm above. Stroke (or what is commonly 
known in the medical literature as a ‘Cerebrovascular Accident’ or CVA) is an often devastating and          
sometimes deadly illness that can happen at almost any age. 
 

Stroke is the fifth leading cause of death in the US according to the CDC and is a leading cause of long-term 
disability in American citizens. Although strokes can happen at any age (34% of people hospitalized under the 
age of 65 suffered a stroke), the chances of having a stroke increases exponentially after the age of 65. More 
men than women have strokes but paradoxically more women die from strokes than men. So, stroke       
awareness is key to managing this grave disease. 
 

There are two main subclasses of stroke: ischemic (think blockage) and hemorrhagic (think bleeding).         
Because the type of stroke is important for the kind of treatment indicated, it is vital for doctors to quickly  
diagnose the type of stroke. That is why it is of the utmost importance to get treatment as soon as possible. 
 

To help with awareness in the community, there is a large campaign headed by both the American Heart     
Association and the National Stroke Association to recognize the early signs and symptoms of stroke and to 
seek help quickly. Stroke is best treated within 3 hours of the initial sign to minimize any damage.                  
So, remember – act F.A.S.T. !!! 
 

FACE DROOPS - ARM DRIFTS - SPEECH SLURS - TIME IS CRITICAL – CALL 911! 
 

Any of the above three signs should prompt a 911 call to take the person affected straight to the nearest     
emergency room. Other symptoms that may indicate a stroke are suddenly having trouble with seeing out of 
one or both eyes, extreme headaches, and suddenly unable to walk or keep one’s balance. Ischemic strokes 
can be treated effectively with a drug called recombinant tissue plasminogen activator (tPA) when given   
within 3 hours of the onset of symptoms. The emergency departments at Piedmont Medical Center and     
Atrium Pineville are equipped to quickly diagnose and treat suspected stroke patients. So, don’t delay. 
 

Other methods of treatment for stroke include using x-ray to inject the drug into the specific artery (known as 
radiologic endovascular tPA administration) and removing the clot with a stent under x-ray guidance. These 
procedures are available in larger cities (such as downtown Charlotte) and may lengthen the window time for 
effective treatment. 
 

Once a patient has been diagnosed with a stroke and appropriate urgent care has been rendered, the            
rehabilitation phase starts. This may entail further treatments or surgeries to prevent further damage.     
Treatment plans for rehabilitation usually start right away and are tailored to each individual patient needs. 
Unfortunately, many patients will have ongoing issues with balance, walking, ongoing pain, depression, 
memory loss, difficulty with mentation, speaking, swallowing and even breathing; all depending on which  
area of the brain is affected. If a stroke has happened on the left side of the brain, the right side of the body 
will be affected and vice-versa.   
 

A team of doctors (usually led by a neurologist) and specialists will be assembled to help with the                  
rehabilitation process. Some facilities will incorporate the services of a pastor or chaplain for spiritual needs. 
Although a stroke can be life threatening and life-altering, there have been major advances in the                  
rehabilitation of stroke patients. 

 

(continued on page 5) 
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Stroke - (continued from page 4) 

 

Ischemic strokes are caused by large particles called emboli getting trapped in the arteries of the brain and 
starving the brain tissue of blood and oxygen. These emboli arise most commonly from atherosclerosis 
plaques in the carotid arteries. This is called a thrombotic stroke. The rough edges of the plaques cause   
platelets to burst and clump together. These clumps, called ‘thrombi’ break away and then get stuck in the 
arteries in the brain and cause the strokes.  
 

Another common reason for ischemic strokes happens when the heart has a long-standing irregular rhythm, 
commonly Atrial Fibrillation (or AFib) which causes blood clots to be formed in the left side of the heart. 
These clots are then hurled into the brain arteries causing blockages and subsequent stroke. 
 

A third mechanism for causing ischemic strokes is when a patient forms blood clots in the deep veins of the 
leg (or more uncommonly, the arms) called Deep Vein Thromboses (DVTs). These clots sometimes break off 
and pass through the heart. If that person has a naturally occurring hole in between the first two chambers of 
the heart (called a Patent Foramen Ovale), the clots migrate through the hole, past the Aorta and into the 
brain arteries, causing a stroke. This is the primary mechanism for ischemic strokes in younger people. 
 

Hemorrhagic strokes occur when the arteries in the brain burst, causing blood to leak out around the brain 
tissue rather than delivering oxygen and nutrients to the tissues. Moreover, the leakage causes compression, 
further damaging the surrounding tissues. Hemorrhagic strokes commonly occur with cerebral aneurysms 
(weakened blood vessels that burst) or when patients, who are on blood thinning medications (such as Plavix 
or Eliquis) experience trauma to the head causing the blood vessels to rupture. With these types of strokes, 
the clot busting drug, tPA, is not given because it could worsen the bleeding. 
 

‘Ministrokes’ or transient ischemic attacks (TIAs) are a form of ischemic strokes in which symptoms resolve 
before 24 hours has ended. These types of strokes can aid the individual to seek treatment in preventing  
larger, more devastating strokes in the future. These different types of strokes have different treatment plans 
and affect the brain in different ways. 
 

The best strategy for treating stroke is to prevent it. Assessing one’s risk profile for developing a stroke is a 
good first step to prevent a stroke from happening. So, who is at risk for developing a stroke? Generally,    
people over the age of 55, African-Americans, men, and the use of hormone replacement therapy (especially 
in light of cigarette smoking) has been linked to the increased risk of developing a stroke. Some risk factors 
that can be altered include: 
 

Obesity - Lack of physical activity - Heavy or binge alcohol drinking - High Cholesterol 

Use of illicit drugs (including cocaine and methamphetamines) - Diabetes - Obstructive Sleep Apnea 

High Blood Pressure (blood pressures consistently over 120/80) 

Cigarette smoking (or substantial second hand smoke exposure) 

Cardiovascular disease including abnormal heart rhythms (especially atrial fibrillation),  

heart failure, heart defects or infection 

Personal or family history of stroke, heart attack or transient ischemic attacks (TIAs) 
 

All of these risk factors can be mitigated through control of each disease – stop smoking, get regular physical      
exercise, a proper diet, taking the necessary medications to control diabetes, high blood pressure and          
reducing stress are a few examples.  
 

Additionally, people over the age of 55, African-Americans, men, and the use of hormone replacement      
therapy (especially in light of cigarette smoking) has been linked to the increased risk of developing a stroke. 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this article. A great resource page is one written by the Mayo Clinic. 
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/stroke/diagnosis-treatment/drc-20350119 If there is only 
one thing I can leave you with (aside from the peace of God), it is to remember to act F.A.S.T.  
You may make a huge difference in someone’s life. 
 
Peace in Christ, Rick Richter, MD 

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/stroke/diagnosis-treatment/drc-20350119
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News Members 

April 2019 
Grace Lutheran had the privilege 
of accepting new members into 

fellowship on Palm Sunday, 2019. The following are brief     
introductions to these new members. Please take a moment on 

Sunday mornings to introduce yourself  
to a new friend that you haven’t met yet! 

 

Donna Bielenica is the mother of two daughters. She previously 
came from St. Paul Lutheran Church in Raritan, New Jersey. She 
enjoys growing flowers.  

Daughter, Deanna, will be attending college in the fall. Her 
hobbies include reading, swimming, and working out. 

Sierra is Donna’s granddaughter and Deanna’s daughter.       
She attends high school and enjoys going shopping. 

 

Dennis Bird stated that his reason for joining Grace is because 
his grandchildren attend. His hobby is beekeeping. 

Kris Keppel Bird, Dennis’s wife, joined the Lutheran church 
when they got married. She is retired from the Kroger Company 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

 

Karen Brown, a retired middle school teacher, taught Special 
Education. She enjoys quilting, knitting, and reading. 

Lori Brown is Karen’s granddaughter. Lori has two children, 
Madelynne who attends Clover High School and Zachary, a    
sophomore at Winthrop University. Lori is a big Carolina    
Panther’s fan. 

 

Doug Greve is retired from retailing. He and his wife, Alicia, 
live half of the year in Murrell’s Inlet. 

Alicia, Doug’s wife, is the mother of their three grown    
children and they have three grandsons. Her hobbies include 
reading, needlework, cooking, and music. 

 

Grier Lee, Jr. is originally from Washington, D. C.  He works 
as a carpenter. He enjoys sports, being part of a strong    
family, and spending time with friends. 

Violet, his daughter, is a member of Cub Scout pack 540. Both 
she and her dad have been coming to Grace ever since she joined 
the pack.  

(New Members continued on page 7) 
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 News Members - April 2019 
(continued from page 6) 

 

Jeff Myers is an engineer who works in La Grange, Georgia and 
travels back and forth to Rock Hill. He enjoys working in the 
yard, doing landscaping, and planting. 

Kim, Jeff’s wife, is currently a first grade teacher at 
Belleview Elementary in Rock Hill. They have a grown daughter, 
Morgan. 

 

Steven Pastore is now retired from the State of Rhode Island 
as a financial management administrator. He enjoys building 
metal models from the 1970’s. 

His wife, Linda, and he have two grown children and two   
grandchildren. She enjoys baking, shopping, and cooking. 

 

Stephen Pehling’s previous church was Unity Presbyterian in 
Fort Mill. He is a former U. S. Naval officer who now works 
for the Sealed Air Corporation. 

Penney, Stephen’s wife, is a “Navy brat” who has lived in   
Virginia, California, Thailand, Japan, Arkansas, and       
Tennessee. Her interests include reading, music, and      
traveling.  

Mark Pehling, their son, is a junior at Fort Mill High School. 
He has two older sisters, Megan and Melissa. Mark plays in the 
school band. 

 

Jay Ruff works in technical sales for 3M. He enjoys camping, 
fishing, and hunting. 

His wife, Amy, is a quality manager at 3M. Her hobbies are 
crafting, quilting, and gardening. 

Holden, their older son, has three cats and one dog.         
He enjoys music. 

Bayard, their younger son, enjoys sports and video games. 

 

Katie Wendelken comes to Grace from Lake Wylie Lutheran 
Church. She lives with her husband and two children,       

Cora and Lukas. She teaches  
German to fourth grade students. 
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All women of Grace are invited to attend our meetings and our annual retreat. 
This year we are learning about The Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) and 
how these attributes are present in each of us and how we can use them to grow 
and share our faith with ourselves and others. We meet every other month in a 
member’s home to share a meal, friendship, laughter, study of 3 attributes, and 
some type of activity such as card making or games. Our next meeting is         
scheduled for Thursday, May 23 at 6:30pm at Theresa Miller’s home (615 Rhoden 

Court, Catawba, SC 29704).  

Our retreat this year will be held at Camp Lutherock in Newland, NC on November 
15-17, 2019. We will take a deeper look into The Fruits of the Spirit. Cost of the  
retreat is $105 per night per room. Rooms may be shared in order to reduce        
expenses. We are staying in Crow’s Nest where each room contains two (2) full 
size beds and complete full bath. Linens and towels are provided. A deposit of $50 
for each person attending is due now. Make checks out to Grace Lutheran Church 
and put LIFT retreat on the memo line. You do not have to attend the meetings 
during the year in order to attend the retreat. The format of the weekend is to 
gather together and have a short introduction/Bible study Friday night, Bible 
study and related activities Saturday morning, free time Saturday afternoon to   
explore camp and surrounding area, crafts and games Saturday night, worship  
service Sunday morning departing for home around 11am. We prepare and serve 

all food during the weekend. 

If you have any questions about LIFT, our activities for this year, and/or the retreat 
you can contact Carla Harrison (cmharrison@comporium.net) or Karen Harris 

(harrisak@comporium.net). 

 

 

LIFT (Ladies In Faith Together) 

CPR CLASSES 
 

Join Frances Stockley to learn how to save a life with Hands Only CPR, AHA "Friends & Family".  
This is a "no charge" class; it is not a certification course. Class includes CPR, AED use,  

and choking relief. Recommended for ushers and anyone interested.  
 

[If  you need a certification course for life guarding or work, please contact Frances (fstockley55@gmail.com)]  
 

Classes: Saturday, May 18th - 1st class 9:00am- 10:30am; 2nd class 11:00am-12:30pm.  
10 people per class max. Please sign up on the weekly Tear and Share. 
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  1 - Cameron Tuck 
  3 - Mark Kramer 
  4 - Linda Miller, Lyn Ashley 
  5 - Joyce Eickmeyer, Mary Vettorel 
  8 - Wayne Carter 
  9 - Jacob Corbett, Miranda Ludwig 
10 - Bob Stonebraker 
12 - Eric Waataja 
13 - Jay Ruff 
15 - Marilyn Swygert, Ellen Cafarella, 
 Michele Minor 
17 - Steve Johnson 
18 - Cameron Litzinger 
20 - Laura Rae Robinson,  
 Emma Lowrance 
22 - Mitchell Clark, Michael Wheeler,  
 Dennis Hogue 
23 - Ryan Brown 
26 - Joan Mitchell, Jaxon Sidden 
27 - Sean Litzinger, Brayden Mosley 
30 - Cameron Tucker, Jamison Palermo 
31 - Michael Johnson 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

MAY 2019 

Confirmation Class - Saturday, May 4 - 8:30 am 

Youth Sunday Practice - May 4, 1:00 - 3:00 pm 

Youth Sunday - May 5 - both services 

Communion Milestone Class 
Saturday, May 11, 9:00 am until noon 

Communion Milestone 
Sunday, May 12 at both services 

Confirmation Class - Saturday, May 18 - 8:30 am 

CPR “Hands Only” - Saturday, May 18  
9:00 am - 10:30 am and 11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Family Promise - Sunday, May 19 through May 26 

First Time Camper & Driver’s License Milestones 
Sunday, May 19 at both services 

SC Synod Assembly 
May 30 through June 1 - Spartanburg, SC 

JUNE 2019 

Last Day of Sunday School - Sunday, June 2 

Fifth Sunday Worship and Pot Luck Lunch      
June 30, 10:00 am (One Service) 

JULY 2019 

Vacation Bible School - July 29 to August 2 
9:00 am until 12:00 pm - ROAR! 

AUGUST 2019 

Family Promise - Sunday, August 11 - August 18 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Second Harvest Mobile Food Truck 
September 5 (with Flint Hill Baptist) 

Fifth Sunday Worship and Pot Luck Lunch 
September 29, 10:00 am (One Service) 

NOVEMBER 2019 

Family Promise - Sunday, Nov. 3 - Nov. 10 

LIFT Retreat - November 15 to 17 - Crow’s Nest 

DECEMBER 2019 

Fifth Sunday Worship and Coffee Fellowship  
December 29, 10:00 am (One Service)  

FINANCIAL REPORT - March 2019 
 

   March giving for budget                               $54,332 

   2019 Giving to date                                     $146,182 

   Average needed for budget to date         $143,406 

   ACM giving in March                                       $1,030 

   ACM campaign to date                               $742,392 

FINANCIAL REPORT - April 2019 
 

   April giving for budget                                  $49,033 

   2019 Giving to date                                     $195,215 

   Average needed for budget to date         $191,216 

   ACM giving in April                                              $775 

   ACM campaign to date                               $743,167 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
426 Oakland Avenue 

Rock Hill, SC 29730 

Phone: 803-324-5295 

E-mail: ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com 

 

NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE 
Articles for the June 2019  

newsletter are due by  

May 14, 2019.                           

 

Feel free to e-mail the office at  

ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com  

or drop by Monday through Friday,   

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Thank you!     

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (Holy Communion at all services every Sunday) 

8:30 AM     Worship Service with piano, drum, flute, guitar, and Grace Alone Choir 

  9:45 AM     Sunday School (all ages) and Coffee & Fellowship 

11:00 AM     Worship Service with organ, piano, and Parish Choir    
 

10:00 AM     Combined Worship Service (on fifth Sundays of the month)  

You are invited to be a member of the Grace Bereavement Ministry, and to attend the next 
quarterly luncheon meeting on Wednesday, May 15, from 12:00 – 2:00 PM 

 
Mission Statement - The Bereavement Ministry of Grace Lutheran Church, inspired by the love of Jesus 
Christ, is called to a ministry of consolation to those who have suffered the loss of one whom they love. 
Who We Are - We are Grace members who are committed to comforting those who mourn through our 
words of faith and support, and with acts of kindness.  We are men and women who proclaim our belief that 
all the faithful will be raised up into eternal life in our Father’s house where death will be no more. 
Why We Are - According to St. Paul, those who are baptized and share in the table of the Lord are            
responsible and privileged to be in communion with each other.  Thus, when a member of the Body of Christ 
dies, the community is called to the ministry of consolation and bereavement care. 
What We Do - The Bereavement Ministry provides a meal or reception following the funeral or memorial   
service, and then maintains an ongoing communication with the family to provide support for the year        
following a death. 

How You Can Help 
Provide Food - When there is a death in our church family, we need church members to help prepare food 
for the meal or reception.  When the funeral details are finalized, a Bereavement Care Team member will 
contact you to see if you can provide a dish and deliver it to the church A variety of foods are needed, and 
you will be asked to prepare only one dish.  If you are willing to add your name to the Food Preparation List, 
you can contact the Church Office, or signup on the weekly Tear and Share. 
Serve on a Bereavement Care Team - There is much we can, and should, do to care for and support   
grieving members of our church family. As a member of a Bereavement Ministry Care Team, you can help 
with organizing or serving at the meal/reception or by providing comfort and care to the family during the year 
following their loss. The more our ministry teams expand, the more we can do to meet the needs of our  
grieving church members.   
The Bereavement Ministry Care Teams enjoy getting together for a Quarterly Luncheon for fellowship 
and to discuss ways we can support our church families during a difficult time. We need men and women 
care team members, and would love to welcome you to the group! 

 

“Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”   Matthew 5:4 


