Grace family,
We are quickly approaching this year’s Lenten journey, a spiritual journey, in
which we attempt to conform our lives to the life of Christ. In worship we will
hear stories about resisting temptation, drawing together in unity, repenting
when we sin, loving recklessly (as God loves), and giving what we have in complete devotion to God. These stories inspire us, while also inviting our participation and questions.
For our congregation, Lent will also be shaped by a theme: Getting to Know
Grace, that is, the chance to learn more, participate more, and answer some
questions. Lent is a wonderful time for a self-inventory. Looking inward, many
of us probably find that we know a lot about this or that component of ministry
at Grace, yet other parts of what we do remain a mystery. There is much to
discover about what God is doing through our efforts here! In order to learn
more, we will become intentional story tellers – people who are willing to
share stories about their favorite ministry and why we are passionate about it.
As in prior years, Lenten Wednesdays will include simple meals and evening
worship. This year, however, we will also be taking the time to share stories of
our ministries during the meal time. In this time of sharing, we will hear more
about what God empowers us to do as a congregation and the impact our
ministry makes. Perhaps these stories will serve as inspiration to take part in
one or more new ministry teams. And with several new members preparing to
formally join Grace on Palm Sunday, this time will also serve to help welcome
and introduce new members to engaging ministries.
Of course, the primary purpose of Lent is to point us toward the saving actions
of God in Christ, rather than the work of humans. Along those lines, I’d like to
draw attention to a small portion of the Communion liturgy. Have you noticed
a small change in the words of institution? Since our arrival, Pr. Rachel and I
have been beginning these words with a slightly different phrase: “In the night
in which he was handed over…” This change reflects a more accurate translation
of the original Greek while also shifting the focus from Judas’ betrayal of Jesus
and instead proclaiming that Jesus was handed over. This distinction is worthy
of our meditation as we prepare for Lent, and that meditation rightly begins
with some deep questions.
Let us borrow a phrase from the Small Catechism: What does this mean? What
does it mean that Jesus was not betrayed, tricked, or fooled, but that he
willingly endured suffering and death for all people? What does it mean that
God was willing to hand over God’s only son? What does it mean that we
direct our focus more on the actions of our Triune God than the decisions made
by humans? And more tangibly, as we prepare to share stories of what God
does through our efforts, what does it mean to be a part of Grace?
I pray your journey through Lent includes powerful answers to these questions,
sustaining you in faith.
-Pr. Gregg

Just to be
is a blessing.
Just to live
is holy.
Rabbi Abraham Heschel

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Pastor Gregg

1

Music/Pastor Rachel

2

Endowment/LSC/Nursery

3

ELCA Bishop/Thanks

4

Memorials/Birthdays

5

Calendar

6

Worship Assistants

7

GYM/Sunday School

8

www.gracerockhill.com
Please “Like” us on Facebook

Our Mission
to welcome all people into a
community of God’s Grace,
nurture disciples who live in
faith, equip witnesses who
share the Gospel, and send
ministers who serve in love.

On this rainy morning, I continue to contemplate texts about light, especially as we as a congregation
attempt to discern God’s call on each of us. Words of hymns are ways in which we can connect to the
teachings of Jesus. Modern hymn writer Bernadette Farrell has penned very beautiful words in
“Christ, Be Our Light”.
Here are the first and last verses of this newer hymn.
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us you own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
Many the gifts, many the people,
Many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
Signs of your kingdom to come.
Let us continue to seek ways to follow the light of Christ as
we reach out in love, offering signs of hope, mercy, and justice to those with whom we come in contact.
Blessings, Dr. Jeremy

Grace Ringers Rehearses
Mondays at 6:20 PM
in the Choir Room

Grace Alone Rehearses

Parish Choir Rehearses

Mondays at 7:20 PM

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM

in the Sanctuary

in the Choir Room

Pr. Rachel’s Newsletter Article for March
When I was young, I knew Lent as a time for giving things up. Chocolate, cheese, soft drinks, tv, and so on. My
understanding was that whenever you missed the thing you gave up, you could think about God instead, and that would
help you grow in your relationship with God. That seemed like a good idea and the time. But as a child, there wasn’t a lot
of things I could give up – at 7, there’s only so much about your life you can control, including what you eat. And, at 7,
six weeks is a really long time to commit yourself to something like not eating chocolate (especially when Valentine’s Day
falls in there). While I wanted to participate in a spiritual practice during Lent, my lack of options and self-control
mostly left me feeling guilty, rather than closer to God.

But then, one Lent, my congregation turned the ‘giving up’ idea on its head. Rather than giving something up, we
talked about taking something on that would help you grow in faith. There were so many ideas of what to try – taking on
encouragement, and complimenting others, and being grateful. Taking on Sabbath, and time to play, and prayer. Taking
on random acts of kindness, and smiling at strangers, and calling old friends. The list went on and on, with each option
offering a way to add God’s love and light to your daily life. This is a popular concept these days, and, I’d argue, more
helpful, too.
I loved the idea that I could spent a Lenten season doing a new thing to grow in faith. I could add something, even
something small and simple, to each day to help me see God’s love and good works in my life. And in taking something
on, I could also be part of that love and work, especially by taking on things that impacted others. This was an accessible
way to grow in my own discipleship, and I was excited to be able to ‘take on’ things that might help others feel God’s love
as well. I have kept this idea with me ever since, and look now and again for new things to take on for my growing faith
life.

Today, the options continue to expand, and that’s true for all of us. The small things are wonderful, and then there
are even bigger things that we can take on during Lent, like a2commitment to donating to a cause, or serving a
community organization, or coming to each Wednesday night supper & service. The options, big and small, are
numerous and almost never-ending; there’s something for everyone who wants to “take on” something new this season.

Endowment Plan Giving Workshops
Free estate planning assistance is available through the ELCA and coming to Grace. Deacon Mitzie Schafer (ELCA Regional Gift Planner) will be at Grace on Sunday, March 31 st to provide information for her Plan Giving Workshops that
are available individually to ELCA church members. Deacon Schaffer will present her Endowment Ministry Funding
Plan program as part of the congregation pot luck meal after our 5th Sunday combined 10am worship service.
Deacon Schafer is a free resource to all SC Synod congregations to assist with estate planning. She will meet with you to
learn your desires for estate planning and help you plan out the best asset for all gifts. She will also help you with the paperwork. It is important to meet with Deacon Schafer PRIOR to meeting with an attorney for Will preparation since the
goal is to minimize what goes into probate through a Will. In some cases, estate planning may not involve a Will. Working with Deacon Schafer is confidential. Click here for a Biography on Mitzi Schafer to learn more about her background.
After the March 31st presentation, Deacon Schafer will be back at Grace for two follow-up discussions on Tuesday, April
9, 2019 at 10:00 am and 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in participating in a Plan Giving Workshop can ask more questions and schedule a time for Deacon Schafer to come to your home for planning session with you and your spouse.
The Endowment Committee hopes that you will consider the Grace Lutheran Church Extended Ministry Endowment
Fund as part of your estate plan but that is not a requirement to use the free ELCA estate planning service. The service is
for all estate plan gifts; not just gifts to ELCA benevolences.
Anyone who designates an estate gift to the Extended Ministry Endowment Fund will become a member of the 1923
Grace Society and be recognized on the 1923 Grace Society plaque hanging in the Narthex. Please review the tri-fold
1923 Grace Society Brochure for more information or pick up a brochure located on the Narthex credenza.

Campaign Update – March 2019
Thanks to the generous support of donors like you and congregations like yours, the Love One Another
campaign for LSC child and family services in South Carolina recently surpassed the $870,000 mark in
gifts and pledges! We are well on our way to reaching our goal of $1.2M to expand programs that serve
vulnerable people in our state. Your gifts have already allowed us to complete the renovations at Welcome House in Columbia, to begin the Host Home program in the Upstate, and to start up the statewide
program for young people transitioning out of foster care. The Host Home
program in Rock Hill is slated to open in late Spring or early Summer. Support for the Love One Another campaign is already making a big difference
in SC! Thank you!
Pastor Ray Mohrmann
Development Officer
Lutheran Services Carolinas
803-517-2201
rmohrmann@lscarolinas.net

Nursery Attendant Needed:
Please spread the word that Grace Lutheran is hiring a new nursery attendant. The nursery
attendant’s responsibilities include caring for children age newborn through four-years-old, engaging
the children with books or games during their time in the nursery, attending to the children’s feeding
and toileting needs, and communicating with parents. Candidates must be at least 21-years-old,
have a high school diploma or equivalent, current Infant-Child CPR and First Aid certification,
childcare-related work experience, and a clean criminal background check. This is a part-time
position without benefits, and the typical hours are 8 am to noon on Sundays and occasional
weekday evenings for special events. Compensation is $10 per hour for the first year with
opportunities for hourly wage increases with each subsequent year of employment. Since the
nursery attendant can rarely attend Sunday morning worship, candidates who are not members of
our congregation are preferred. Interested candidates
3 should send a resume to
Pastor Gregg Hoffman at pastorgregg@gracerockhill.com.

What is God up to?
By The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
What is to be done? Our congregations are growing older and smaller. At least 40 percent of our congregations have an
average weekly worship attendance of 50 or less. ELCA membership decreases by 70,000 people a year, or roughly the
loss of a synod per year. Clergy retirements outnumber new candidates for ministry. Financial pressures and building
maintenance create stress. There is a dearth of people in their 20s and 30s in our pews. How do we change this? How do
we reverse the trends?
These are anxious questions that come from anxious people across this church. We aren’t the only ones asking them—just
about every mainline denomination, including the non-Latino population of the Roman Catholic Church, is in the same
boat. Even some megachurches are showing signs of plateau or decline. And this is not exclusive to the Christian
community. I once attended a national conference of Muslims where one workshop was titled “Un-Mosqued to
Mosqued: How to Get the Young Muslim Back to the Masjid.”
Some now see the decline of the church in general, and the ELCA in particular, as inevitable. The response can be to
turn our churches into bunkers with our congregations sheltering within the walls or to try every new program that
breathlessly promises to attract people to our congregations. Neither is an effective or faithful long-term strategy.
I think we are asking the wrong questions.
The questions we are asking have to do about us: “What can we do?” They express loss and grief and fear—loss and grief
for what we were and fear about what we will become. Not only do these questions not lead to productive answers, they
also don’t point to hope. It’s as if the church’s one foundation rests on us and our efforts.
I think we need to ask: “What is God up to?”

It’s clear to me that we are living in a time of transition, especially for the Western church. I don’t know how long this
transition will last nor do I have a clear vision of what the church is becoming. The good news is that you and I don’t have
to have a clear vision because God does. “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about
to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19). These words of hope were spoken to
the Jews who were stuck in exile. They had lost their land, their temple and their king—the pillars of their identity.
Likewise, the church has lost social status and relevance in 21st-century American culture.
For Israel and the church this would be a hopeless situation, except that God is faithful. When the Lord admonished,
“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old,” this wasn’t a command to forget God’s past saving
work, but to believe that God was still acting. This is true for us today. When we stop asking what we can do to fix the
church and start asking what God is up to, we open ourselves up to the life-giving promise of God’s future.
Then we are also open to more questions: How is the Spirit reshaping the church? How will Christ use us as Christ’s
living body in the world?

If we want to attract people to our congregations to rebuild a memory, God will not bless our efforts. But if we—grabbed
by the Spirit in baptism, changed by the word, intimately and lovingly connected to Jesus and each other in communion,
and set free by grace to serve the neighbor—invite all people into true life, then we shall become part of the answer.
This takes attention and devotion. Worship, prayer, Scripture study, generosity and service—not in order to save the
church, but in response to the new life God has given us in Christ.
And one more thing: in God’s inscrutable wisdom, God has chosen human hands and voices to tell and welcome. Let’s
adopt the Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Synod’s mission to get more people to know more about Jesus.

Dear Friends of Grace,
I want to thank you for your continued prayers during my hospital stay in December
and after returning home. Your cards, calls, texts, visits, houseplants and food have
all been a reminder of how special the people of Grace are and how much you’ve
helped with my long recovery.
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I am grateful to be a part of such a giving
and thoughtful congregation.

In Christ’s peace, Bill Sliney

MEMORIALS &
HONORARY GIFTS

birthdays

Received in February 2019
In memory of
Lois Dasher
Nora and Bill Sliney
Music Fund

1 - Ron Johnson
2 - Doris Lourigan
3 - Don Niedringhaus, Ashley Cartner,
Michael Wasserman
5 - Art Harris
7 - Bob Wasserman, Ellison Floyd
8 - Theresa Miller, Dan Volz,
Becky Tongen
9 - Adele Evans, Thomas Edwards
10 - Joy Nettles, Elisa Gordon,
Veronica Sams, Joyce Campbell
11 - John Barone, Libby Wallace,
Alex Hrabovsky, Walker Stockley
13 - Deborah Edwards, Kendall Stutts
14 - Ann Wood
16 - Melissa Tucker
17 - Fraser Hart
18 - Jacob Bell
20 - Joan Vandersloot, Josh Robinson,
Anne Johnson
21 - Sean Quaine
22 - Pat Kirk, Amy White, Liz Hart,
Palmer Floyd, Jan Hrabovsky
23 - Martha Hester, Jaden Brown,
Abigail Mosley
25 - Doug Ludwig
26 - Andrew Wasserman
27 - Charles Martin
28 - Debbie Reynolds, Pam Wise
29 - Wally Seigler
31 - Larry Winsch, Julie Clark

In memory of
Dianne Clowney
Anonymous
GraceC Quilters Fund
In memory of
Dennis Bishop
Anonymous
Place of Grace Fund
In memory of
Richard Denton

Cindy and Neal Barber
Boy Scout Troop 540

FINANCIAL REPORT - February 2019
February giving for budget
2019 Giving to date
Average needed for budget to date
ACM giving in February
ACM campaign to date

$55,776
$91,850
$95,604
$745
$741,362

It is so easy now to enter the church without a key!
A tremendous "Thank You" to Floyd Ritchie and
Bob Corbett for their work getting the keyless entry
established. Their work and diligence with the Safety
Committee to implement the security system took
months of behind the scene work. Thank
you for giving of your time and talent to
this project!
Caught you caring and sharing!

The Stewardship Committee
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Adult Sunday School - 9:45am-10:45am
WOMEN OF THE WORD meet in Room 106. A Bible Study lesson from the Women of the ELCA Gather
Magazine is used. Mrs. Ruth Wasserman is the leader.
CLASSIC BIBLE STUDY meets in Room 107. The scripture (lectionary) readings from worship each
Sunday are used for study and discussion. Both men and women are welcome attend. Mr. Earl Gatlin is the
teacher and facilitator.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY (known as MIT, Men in Training) meets in Room 101. Men of all ages participate in
the class. Various men rotate in leading. They are studying “The Screwtape Letters” by C. S. Lewis.

Grace Lutheran Church
426 Oakland Avenue
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: 803-324-5295
E-mail: ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Articles for the April 2019
newsletter are due by
March 12, 2019.
Feel free to e-mail the office at
ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com
or drop by Monday through Friday,
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Thank you!

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (Holy Communion at both services every Sunday)
8:30 AM

Worship Service with piano, drum, flute, guitar, and Grace Alone Choir

9:45 AM

Sunday School (all ages) and Coffee & Fellowship
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11:00 AM

Worship Service with organ, piano, and Parish Choir

10:00 AM

Worship Service with Holy Communion (on fifth Sundays of the month)

