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Our Mission 
to welcome all people into a 
community of God’s Grace, 
nurture disciples who live in 
faith, equip witnesses who 
share the Gospel, and send 
ministers who serve in love. 

 

In whatever sense this year is a 
new year for you, may the moment 

find you eager and unafraid,  
ready to take it by the hand  

with joy and gratitude. 
~Howard Thurman 

www.gracerockhill.com  

Please “Like” us on Facebook 

Thoughts from Pastor Gregg:                                                                    January 2019 
 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ!  

We begin a new calendar year having just finished a very full 2018. For our part 

(that is, Pastor Rachel and me), we begin the year with full hearts, having been 

warmly welcomed into the Grace family. Even as we acknowledge the growing 

pains that accompany being new – from learning to use the copier to learning so 

many names – we are already beginning to feel at home. Thank you for all the 

conversations, prayers, gifts, and worship experiences that have made us feel so 

welcome in this community!  

The new year often prompts us to personal renewal. For example, January is 

often the time when gym memberships are purchased; there is hope that this 

membership will provide renewed life. I believe, though, that our 'old' member-

ships offer us an opportunity for renewal as well. Specifically, our membership 

in the church, at Grace, provides us with opportunity for renewed energy and 

hope as we look towards the future. To some extent, that is what Pr. Rachel and 

I invited you all to do when we first visited Grace in November of last year.  

Gathered in small groups, you discussed questions about Grace and your partic-

ipation as its members. We asked about the vision for the future, the hopes you 

have for our ministry together, and what questions you had about this new cler-

gy couple. While the answers to these questions were diverse, some common 

themes rose to the top. Chief among them was a focus on the membership of 

Grace Lutheran - people expressed strong desires for member care, involve-

ment, and the growth of the membership of the congregation in general. It was 

truly inspiring to see so many people with a focus on commitment to member-

ship as we live and work together as a congregation!  

So as we begin 2019, while many around us will be focusing on renewal in nu-

merous ways, I think now is a particularly good time for all of us to turn our at-

tention to the renewal we find in commitment to our church membership, our 

place in the church family here at Grace. How have you experienced member-

ship in this place? As a member of this congregation, how do you feel connected 

to Grace on Sunday mornings? How about throughout the week? How might the 

Holy Spirit be directing you to renew and increase your involvement, sharing 

the gifts you have been given?  

The first two Sundays of January afford us a special opportunity to enhance our 

membership here by connecting with one another through the Realm portal. 

This impressive tool empowers all of us to be in touch more effectively with one 

another and offers us the chance to bring more people together. Particularly in 

this season of Time and Talent sharing, the Realm allows us to really get in-

volved with the ministries here by ‘digitally declaring’ those gifts. Using Realm 

will make the care, involvement, and growth of our membership more effective, 

which is exciting! Realm gives each of us a tool for living into our memberships 

more fully.  

Like a gym membership, obtaining membership in a congregation is only the 

first step. Memberships must be used if we want to see results. In the coming 

year, I look forward to learning more about what it means to be a member of 

Grace Lutheran, serving alongside each of you in this ministry we share.  

Happy new year!   ~-Pr. Gregg  
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Adult Sunday School - 9:45am-10:45am 
 

WOMEN OF THE WORD meet in Room 106.  A Bible Study lesson from the Women of the ELCA Gather 
Magazine is used.  Mrs. Ruth Wasserman is the leader.  
 

CLASSIC BIBLE STUDY meets in Room 107.  The scripture (lectionary) readings from worship each     
Sunday are used for study and discussion.  Both men and women attend.  Mr. Earl Gatlin is the teacher and 
facilitator.   
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY (known as MIT, Men in Training) meets in Room 101. Men of all ages participate in 
the class. Various men rotate in leading. They are studying “The Screwtape Letters” by C. S. Lewis. 

Happy New Year to all! 

 
Thanks to all of the musicians who participated in all of our Advent and 

Christmas celebrations. Grace is certainly a wonderful place to be! As we 

look forward to a new year, may we anticipate new beginnings in the life 

of our congregation. Consider singing in one of our ensembles or playing 

hand bells. Opportunities abound here are Grace. 

 

I am excited for new beginnings as we move into 2019. Music programs are 

up and running again. Besides our two choirs and Grace Ringers, we also 

have opportunities for children at Grace. If you have a youngster between 

1st grade and 5th grade, we would love to have them in children’s choir 

Sundays at 4:00 pm. Our music intern, Kaitlyn Curlee, will be starting 

new  music with them in the choir room. We hope to see you there! 

 

As I plan worship for the coming year, please 

consider letting me know what your favorite 

hymns are. I enjoy including music that holds 

a special place in our congregants’ hearts.  

 

Let’s make this a wonderful year! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria,  

Jeremy Mims  

Children’s Choir  

Rehearses 

Sundays at 4:00 PM  

in the Choir Room 

Parish Choir  

Rehearses 

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 

in the Choir Room  

Grace Ringers Rehearses  

Mondays at 6:20 PM  

in the Choir Room 

Grace Alone Rehearses 

Mondays at 7:20 PM  

in the Sanctuary 
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Epiphany Chalking and Blessing 
 

January 6th is Epiphany – the day we celebrate the three Wise Men who followed a star to see the baby Jesus, 
marking the beginning of something new and holy. This is also a day that the Christian Church uses for blessing and 
reflecting one where we are being led. 

 

For centuries, Christians have marked the outside of their main doorway with an inscription that serves as a 
blessing and a reminder.  This year, we write “20 + CMB + 19".  The numbers change each year, reminding us of how 
many years ago (this year, 2019), the Wise Men came to find Christ. The center letters stay the same.  They represent 
the traditional names of the Wise Men: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.  They also stand for the Latin phrase "Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat" which means “Christ bless this home.”   

 

            Chalking the door is a blessing, as we ask Christ to bless us. It also serves as a reminder to us of how we 
are to live.  We remember that Christ and his family would have welcomed the Wise Men – following their example, 
we also want to offer hospitality to others.  We invite Christ into our homes and our hearts– we want to live              
surrounded and filled by Christ. We remember that we are called to live as God’s people, in our homes and outside 
them.  We recall all these things each time we catch sight of the blessing marked on our door. 

 

The Youth Group will be chalking our church’s front door with this inscription on Sunday and offering a blessing 
for the ministry to be done here this year. We’ll be using the liturgy below, which you can use to bless your home as 
well! And we wish you a blessed year, filled with Christ’s presence. 

 

-Pr. Rachel 

Blessing a Home at Epiphany  
 

Greeting 

A reading from Proverbs 24:3-4,  
“May peace be to this house and all who enter here.  
By wisdom a house is built 
and through understanding it is established;  
through knowledge its rooms are filled 
with rare and beautiful treasures.”  
 

Reading 

As we prepare to ask God’s blessing on this house-
hold, let us listen to the words of Scripture. 

In the beginning was the Word, 
And the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us,  
and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 
From his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. (John 1:1-4, 14, 16) 
 

Inscription 

This inscription may be made with chalk above the    
entrance: 
 20  +  C  M  B  +  19 

Write the appropriate character in the left column 
while speaking the words to the right: 
 

The magi of old, known as 
 C Caspar,   (CAS-par) 
 M Melchior, and  (MEL-key-or) 
 B Balthasar  (BALL-tha-zar) 
followed the star of God’s Son who came to dwell 
among us 
 20 two thousand 
 19 and 19 years ago. 
Retrace C, M, and B with these words: 
 C Christus (KRIS-tus) = Christ 
 M Mansionem (man-SEE-o-nem) = this 
house 
 B Benedicat (ben-EH-dih-cat) = bless 
+ Christ, bless this house, 
+ and remain with us throughout the new 
year. 
 

If you’d like, go through your house and pray together 
in each room (for peaceful sleep in each bedroom, 
nourishing food in the kitchen, uplifting conversation 
at the dinner table, care for ourselves in the         
bathroom, healthy entertainment in the living room, 
and so on.)  
 

Final Prayer of Blessing 

O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the 
shining light of a star. We pray that you bless this 
home and all who live here with your gracious pres-
ence. Fill us with the light of Christ. Help us show hos-
pitality to others and live in ways that show your love 
to the world.  We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 
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SENIORS@GRACE IN January - Welcoming back the Carolina Copy Cats! 
 

Thursday, January 24 at 11:30 AM, Seniors@Grace host lunch and the Carolina Copy Cats, featuring 
our very own Eric Schmidt. Donation to defray the cost of the meal appreciated.  

FINANCIAL REPORT - December 2018 
   December giving for budget                        $56,714 

   Jan - Dec 2018 giving for budget               $252,463 

   Needed for budget 2018                            $572,500 

  $ behind 2018 budget                                    $47,037 

   ACM giving in December                                $6,977 

   ACM campaign to date                               $739,962 

Dear Bereavement Ministry, 

Words cannot express the thanks we feel for what the ministry sent 

to our family following my sister Dianne’s death.  The beautiful floral 

“memory” box now holds pictures and precious memories of our 

special times together.  The book and resources about grief will con-

tinue to offer us support as we grieve her loss.  Thank you for bring-

ing us a sense of comfort and peace during this difficult time.   

Much love to all of you, 

Betty Sue Seigler & Family 

and 

The Clowney Family 

2019 Offering Envelopes are in the Fellowship Hall! 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for allowing our group the 

use of your fellowship hall for our  

Hunger Luncheon. Your kindness can 

never be repaid.  
 

Catawba Area  

Coalition for the Homeless (CACH) 

Hunger and Homelessness  

Week Committee Members 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your generous gift to the Children’s        
Attention Home! Your gift provides the children we serve 
with a safe and nurturing home where they receive     
compassionate care and loving support….We rely heavily 
on the community to achieve our mission, and every dol-
lar of your donation goes to improving the lives of the      
children we serve at the Children’s Attention Home.  

Emily Parrish, Executive Director 

Dr. Cheryl Fortner-Wood, Board Chairperson 

Dear Grace Lutheran Church,         18 Dec 2018 
 

Wow you guys! I am forwarding your sweet letter to 

Lisa Barrett, our chairperson that you addressed it 

to. Thank you so much for your gift! Your constancy 

means so much. Goodness, thank you for spontane-

ously thinking of us when we hadn’t even asked, 

that’s incredible stewardship and we are grateful. 
 

Cheryl Curtin, Financial and Grants Administrator, 

Pilgrims Inn 

Thank you, Bereavement Ministry Team #2  
- Adele Evens, Sig Huitt, Pat Kirk, Debbie Reynolds, Nora 
Sliney, Karen Warmoth, Bob Wasserman (and Donna Richter- 
team #1.) for providing a beautiful Memorial Reception honoring 
Richard Denton. 
 

In the midst of Christmas week, you were there . . . arranging 
tables on Wednesday, and setting out a wonderful array of food, 
hosting and cleaning up on Thursday.  And, you took wonderful 
care of his family and made them feel loved and supported. 
 

Thank you to our food preparers – everything was delicious!  
Adele Evans, Debbie Reynolds, Nora Sliney, Karen Warmoth, 
Bob Wasserman, Kay Lynes, Betty Sue Seigler,  Kathy Ander-
son, Karen Harris, Linda Bailey, Pat Kirk,  and Donna Richter. 



5 

 

  1 - Kristy Austin, Zander White,   
 Judith Marriott 
  3 - Sarah Lowrance, Nick Grossoehme 
  4 - Barbara Davis, Angela Darnell 
  5 - Millie Freeman, Joyce Oliver 
  6 - Shannon Mosley 
  7 - Lisa Brown 
  8 - Cole Monahan, Nolan Darnell 
  9 - Liam Bigger 
11 - Michael Wheeler 
12 - Valentine Mohaugen 
13 - Joshua Corbett 
14 - Ronald Cartner, Robert Carter 
15 - John Gregory, Judy Hall 
17 - Jean Faut 
20 - Kelly Quaine, Coby Johnson,  
 Karlo Waataja 
22 - Ted Smelser, Kayla Harrison 
23 - Grant Smelser 
25 - Ed Miller, Job Carter 
28 - Rachel Wheeler 
30 - Frank Surratt 

MEMORIALS &  

HONORARY GIFTS 

Received in December 2018 
 

In memory of 
Marti Allen 

 

Judy and Sig Huitt 
Music Fund 

 

In memory of 
Richard Denton 

 

Judy and Sig Huitt 
Place of Grace Fund 

 

Nora and Bill Sliney 
Music Fund 

 

Terri and Bob Schavey 
Memorial Fund 

 

Jean Faut 
Memorial Fund 

 
In Honor of 
Kay Lynes 

 

The Michael Lynes Family 
Current Fund 

Time & Talent Survey Campaign 
 

It’s a new beginning at Grace with a new church year and calendar year as well as with new Pastoral leadership.  It’s 
the perfect time to reassess personally how God is calling us to fulfill our ministries at Grace.  The Stewardship         
Committee will be kicking off our annual Time & Talent survey campaign on Sunday, January 6th. 
 

Consider this your invitation to try something new in how you serve God by serving others.  All our committees need 
new participants with new perspectives, fresh ideas and energy.  The Stewardship Committee is providing a way to help 
you discern your talents through the ELCA Spiritual Gifts Assessment.  This is a set of questions that will take about 10 
minutes to complete.  Then you are immediately provided a score across 20 areas of service to help you better            
understand your gifts and talents to make your selections. 
 

Survey results will be maintained within your Realm account profile for each member so you are encouraged to enter 
your survey selections directly there.  Otherwise, a paper survey will be available, which can be placed in the Time & 
Talent survey box at the Information Center in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

To help get you started on Realm, the Stewardship Committee will be sponsoring two “Get on the Realm” days on     
Sunday, January 6th and 13th.  We will have a table in the Fellowship Hall after both services to help you get started on 
Realm.  You will need an email invitation to create a Realm account.  Invitations will be sent to members still not on 
Realm the first week in January.  If you are not sure if you have a Realm account then we can check that for you at the 
table and help guide you through the Realm Setup Instructions to setup your account and make your survey selections. 
The potential to better serve our ministries and fulfill our Mission at Grace is huge but is so dependent on our willing-
ness to give of our time & talents to make it happen.  Please prayerfully consider how God is calling you to grow in  
sharing your time and talent this coming year to fulfill our Mission. 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools
http://www.gracerockhill.com/fileadmin/Staff_Upload/RealmInstructions.pdf


6 

 

 



7 

 



8 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 
426 Oakland Avenue 

Rock Hill, SC 29730 

Phone: 803-324-5295 

E-mail: ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com 

 

NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE 
Articles for the February 2019  

newsletter are due by  

January 8, 2019.                           

 

Feel free to e-mail the office at  

ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com  

or drop by Monday through Friday,   

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Thank you!     

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (Holy Communion at both services every Sunday) 

8:30 AM     Worship Service with piano, drum, flute, guitar, and Grace Alone Choir 

  9:45 AM     Sunday School (all ages) and Coffee & Fellowship 

11:00 AM     Worship Service with organ, piano, and Parish Choir    

10:00 AM     Worship Service with Holy Communion (on fifth Sundays of the month)  

Bert Bobb ’63 | 2018 Mary Mildred Sullivan Award  

Each year, Winthrop recognizes an alumna for selfless dedication of time, energy and talent in service to others. The 
Mary Mildred Sullivan Award captures this high honor. Maeberta “Bert” Bobb ’63, who has been heavily involved with 
the Winthrop campus over the years as an administrator and faculty member, is the 2018 award  recipient.  

The Newberry, South Carolina, native earned her Bachelor of Science in physical education and health from what was 
then Winthrop College. She began her teaching career at the Furman School before deciding to continue her education 
at the University of Tennessee as a graduate teaching assistant.  

Bobb received her Master of Science degree from Tennessee in 1966, then stayed two more years in Knoxville as an 
instructor and director of women’s intramurals. After leaving Knoxville, Bobb took a job with Coker College, where she 
was an assistant professor of physical education and coached field hockey, basketball and volleyball.  

By 1972, Winthrop beckoned her back to Rock Hill. She served as an assistant professor of physical and special      
education while coaching field hockey and basketball. In her spare time, Bobb earned an Ed.D. degree from the       
University of Georgia in 1977.  

Bobb has served the Winthrop campus in numerous capacities over a 29-year span. In addition to teaching, she was an 
interim dean and associate dean for the School of Education and was an assistant to three presidents: Phil Lader,   
Martha Kime Piper and Anthony DiGiorgio. She also served as director of academic advising, director of student       
services, and was chair of the health and physical education department.  

University administrators found that her leadership and work ethic were of great value to the institution.  

A trailblazer for intercollegiate athletics for women, Bobb served on the South Carolina Association for Intercollegiate 
Athletics for Women (SCAIAW), which placed her on the cutting edge of women’s sports. Much of the growth of        
intercollegiate sport for women from the 1960’s through now can be credited to pioneers such as Bobb.  

She worked tirelessly on several sports associations as an officer and volunteer, such as the Southern Association for 
Women in Physical Activity, Sport & Health, S.C. Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation & Dance and the 
National Association for Physical Education in Higher Education. She also served on the Governor’s Commission on 
Women for two terms.  

Among some of the awards given to Bobb are: Winthrop President’s Citation,1979; Winthrop President’s Award,1993; 
Distinguished Alumna by Winthrop’s physical education department, 2003; and Winthrop Athletic Hall of Fame, 2008.  


