God’s Light and Life to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
Those two concepts – light and life – will be important ones for us this month at
Grace. Both light and life are prominent throughout Scripture and their Greek
equivalents adorn the top of the baptismal font at Lutheran Theological Southern
Seminary in Columbia, SC. For me, this has served as an important reminder that
our Baptism imparts these things to us and invites us to seek them in the world,
too.
We have already begun our Following the Light gatherings, which serve as excellent opportunities to share light and life with one another. For any who haven’t
heard, these gatherings serve several purposes. For one thing, they are intentional
times of gathering around food and fellowship together, which is always good
communal practice. They also give us the chance to get to know one another a
little better, which is an important part of helping Pr. Rachel and I to be more
effective pastors here. And these gatherings afford us the chance to have conversations about our faith, including where we have seen light and life at Grace.
Our story is, in some ways, a continuation of the Epiphany text, where the Magi
follow the light that leads them to Christ. Having encountered him, they are open
to new directions for their journey, and are willing to return home again by another way. As we continue Following the Light, we are attempting to impart the
same kind of open willingness as the Magi displayed, trusting the Holy Spirit to
guide us and light the way forward. Having taken part in gatherings like these
before, I can attest they are well-worth the effort.
So, if you have not yet signed up to participate, I certainly recommend you give it
a try! There is a signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall, and you can also let us know
if you would prefer to take part at a later time instead (this lets us know we need
to pursue a second round).
The Following the Light gatherings also continue the ongoing conversation about
stewardship of our gifts here at Grace. Part of using our gifts effectively is improved communication within the congregation, so the Stewardship Committee
has been hard at work in getting more members signed up to use Realm. After
just a few weeks, we have enrolled another 39 people on the Realm software for
our congregation! This is great news, as it will allow more interaction and help
information reach members more easily.
I have just one final piece of information to share this month, which is the date for
Pr. Rachel and I to be officially installed as Grace’s pastors. We will be installed
here by the Dean of the Midlands Conference (Pr. Hobby Outten) at both worship services on Sunday Feb. 24th, with receptions to follow each service. To
avoid any confusion, don’t worry; we’ve been your pastors the whole time we’ve
been here! Installation is the way Lutherans formally mark and celebrate the beginnings of ministry together, so we had some flexibility in the date. Hopefully
this event will allow many of you to join us in celebration, and together we can
offer thanks for what God is continuing to do here at Grace, providing light and
life for us all.
-Pr. Gregg

O God
help me
to believe
the truth about myself
no matter
how beautiful it is!
Macrina Wiederkehr
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Our Mission
to welcome all people into a
community of God’s Grace,
nurture disciples who live in
faith, equip witnesses who
share the Gospel, and send
ministers who serve in love.

Greetings, Grace family!

Over the next few weeks, I would like to reflect upon various texts of
hymns and songs.
I am drawn to music that speaks to the soul, words that touch the heart in
ways we cannot explain. One such text was found written on a wall at a
concentration camp after World War II. What our brothers and sisters
encountered during these dark days is difficult to fathom and
comprehend. As we move through life, facing life’s challenges, we
remember that hope always lives on, even when we cannot see the end.

Winthrop Chamber Singers are currently singing a setting of this text, as we are preparing
music about darkness and light. Below are the profound words of this poem penned by
unknown source.
I believe in the sun even when it’s not shining.
I believe in love even when I feel it not.
I believe in God even when he is silent.
Grace and peace to each of you. It is my prayer that we continue to believe in the Source of
love in our life celebrations and struggles.
Dr. Jeremy
Adult Sunday School - 9:45am-10:45am
WOMEN OF THE WORD meet in Room 106. A Bible Study lesson from the Women of the ELCA Gather
Magazine is used. Mrs. Ruth Wasserman is the leader.
CLASSIC BIBLE STUDY meets in Room 107. The scripture (lectionary) readings from worship each
Sunday are used for study and discussion. Both men and women are welcome attend. Mr. Earl Gatlin is the
teacher and facilitator.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY (known as MIT, Men in Training) meets in Room 101. Men of all ages participate in
the class. Various men rotate in leading. They are studying “The Screwtape Letters” by C. S. Lewis.

Grace Ringers Rehearses

Grace Alone Rehearses

Mondays at 6:20 PM

Mondays at 7:20 PM

in the Choir Room

in the Sanctuary
Parish Choir

Children’s Choir

Rehearses

Rehearses

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM

Sundays at 4:00 PM
in the Choir Room
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in the Choir Room

Grateful Giving Time and Talents Campaign Concludes February 3rd
Our Grateful Giving Time and Talents Campaign will conclude on Sunday, February 3 rd. Please try to complete your Time & Talent
survey by that time. Please refer to the attached email announcement with instructions and links for the optional Spiritual Gifts
Assessment tool and how to complete the Time & Talent survey directly on Realm.

A heartfelt thanks to the Stewardship committee members that were available after worship services in January to assist members
with initiating a Realm account or to navigate through challenges. Realm has 39 new participants! We were able to identify
problems individuals were having with connecting and navigating in Realm. One specific issue is when folks are completing their
Time and Talents inventory on Realm and selecting numerous items, they receive this error…
Time and Talents is greater than 250 characters. Please keep your entry under 250 characters.
This is apparently due to a field length limitation for the Time & Talents field. Therefore, we are realizing that if you sign up for
more than eight committees/service items you are receiving a rejection. If this is happening to you we ask that you complete a
paper Time and Talent survey. There is a grey box at the Information Center in the Fellowship Hall.
After February 3rd, the Stewardship Committee will transcribe all paper surveys into Realm so we can forward the results to all the
applicable church committees and groups. The communication of T&T results will run throughout the month of February. If you
have volunteered for a new ministry, you should expect a church leader to contact you by the end of February. If you do not hear
from a ministry leader then please contact Wally Seigler, Craig Ketner or the church office to make sure that someone will
follow-up with you.
We appreciate our good stewards at Grace and very thankful for your service in our ministries!
Stewardship Committee

Nursery Attendant Needed:
Please spread the word that Grace Lutheran is hiring a new nursery attendant. The nursery
attendant’s responsibilities include caring for children age newborn through four-years-old, engaging
the children with books or games during their time in the nursery, attending to the children’s feeding
and toileting needs, and communicating with parents. Candidates must be at least 21-years-old,
have a high school diploma or equivalent, current Infant-Child CPR and First Aid certification,
childcare-related work experience, and a clean criminal background check. This is a part-time
position without benefits, and the typical hours are 8 am to noon on Sundays and occasional
weekday evenings for special events. Compensation is $10 per hour for the first year with
opportunities for hourly wage increases with each subsequent year of employment. Since the
nursery attendant can rarely attend Sunday morning worship, candidates who are not members of
our congregation are preferred. Interested candidates should send a resume to
Pastor Gregg Hoffman at pastorgregg@gracerockhill.com.

RACE AND RECONCILIATION IN ROCK HILL
The topic for our February meeting is HBCU's. This acronym stands for "Historically Black Colleges and Universities." We will meet on the campus of Clinton College, an HBCU founded in 1894 by the AME Zion Church. We will hear
from current students and graduates about why they chose an HBCU and the impact it has had on their lives. We'll also
hear from Dr. Lester McCorn, President of Clinton College. 3This meeting is on Thursday, February 28 at 6:30
pm. Clinton College is located at 1029 Crawford Road. Another message with room number and parking details will be
sent closer to the event, please contact Heather Litzinger to be placed on the list: heather.litzinger@gmail.com.

FINANCIAL REPORT - January 2019
January giving for budget
Average needed for budget
$ behind 2019 budget
ACM giving in January
ACM campaign to date

$36,074
$47,802
$11,728
$655
$740,617

FAMILY PROMISE COMING TO GRACE
Grace hosts Family Promise from Sunday,
February 24 to Sunday, March 3, 2019. Sign up
sheets are already on the table in the Fellowship
Hall. Please take a moment to check your
calendar and sign up to host a meal, be an
evening host or stay overnight with our guests.
Contact Sig Huitt for further information
(SigHuitt@gmail.com).

Thank you, Grace family, for your wonderful
Christmas gifts. We were so blessed by your
generosity and kindness!
Thank you for thinking of us and
brightening our Christmas season
in so many ways.
Peace in Christ - the Pastors & Staff
Dear Bereavement Ministry,
Thank you all so much for the beautiful poinsettia you gave us as we remember our first
Christmas without our dad. Mom and Dad both loved poinsettias, especially in the church
each year at Christmas. We always had them at home too. We have just appreciated your
kindness and thoughtfulness so much as we have lost our father.
Your kindness has done so much to ease our hearts. Thank you! And God Bless!
Martha (Stephenson) and Family (of Pastor Tim Robinson)

Mark your calendar now for February 28 for Seniors@Grace as we welcome Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz. We will
start at the usual time 11:30 am for fellowship followed by lunch and our visit with our Campus Minister.
Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz joined our staff this August as the Campus Minister for WELCM. She moved from
St. Leo University in Florida, where she had been Episcopal Missioner. Dr. Cruz holds the BA in English with
a minor in Voice Performance from the University of Florida, the Master of Divinity in Theology from The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, and the Ph.D. in Ethics from the same
institution. Her doctoral supervisor was Dr. E. David Cook, of Green College, Oxford, where she studied for
two years.
As well as singing and acting professionally, Dr. Cruz is a published poet and essayist, the recipient of
several grants and residencies for creative writing, and4taught English, Ethics, and Interdisciplinary Studies at
Bellarmine University in Louisville for more than 12 years. Over the past three years, Dr. Cruz has been
discerning a call to ordained ministry, and finding delight in ministering to college faculty, staff, and students.
Her focus is offering God’s abundant welcome to all people.

MEMORIALS &
HONORARY GIFTS
Received in January 2019
In memory of
Marti Allen
Nora and Bill Sliney
Music Fund

3 - Ella Robinson
4 - Norah Cordle
5 - Abby Ketner
6 - Donna Haselden
7 - Carson Quaine
9 - Meagan Grogan, Ginny Miller
10 - Skeeter Mills
11 - David Bockstege, Andy Bell
12 - Bob Schavey
14 - Jim Alfors, Bridgett Vettorel
15 - Scott Kosanke
17 - Brenda Mills, Justin Anderson
18 - Neal Barber
19 - Cindy Grant
20 - Paula Gatlin, Kevin Winsch
23 - Tommy Austin
24 - Eddie Hinson, Jack Hill
25 - Doug Pointon
29 - Alfreda Sisson

In memory of
Dianne Clowney
Nora and Bill Sliney
Music Fund
In memory of
Reverend Tim Robinson
Nora and Bill Sliney
Music Fund
In memory of
Richard Denton
Barbara and Bill Davis
Memorial Fund
Louise and Eric Schmidt
Music Fund
Paula and Earl Gatlin
ACM Fund
In Honor of
Karlo Waataja’s Birthday
Bea and Jack Lockwood
Endowment Fund
In Honor of
Choirs
Ruth and Bob Wasserman
Music Fund
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Grace Lutheran Church
426 Oakland Avenue
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: 803-324-5295
E-mail: ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Articles for the March 2019
newsletter are due by
February 12, 2019.
Feel free to e-mail the office at
ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com
or drop by Monday through Friday,
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Thank you!

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (Holy Communion at both services every Sunday)
8:30 AM

Worship Service with piano, drum, flute, guitar, and Grace Alone Choir

9:45 AM

Sunday School (all ages) and Coffee & Fellowship
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11:00 AM

Worship Service with organ, piano, and Parish Choir

10:00 AM

Worship Service with Holy Communion (on fifth Sundays of the month)

