Grace family,

April, 2019

The journey continues. All of us are making our way through this season of
repentance, making our way to the cross with Christ. Each week the stories
from Scripture seem to foreshadow just a little more obviously where we are
headed, and we are reminded of humanity’s tendency to resist the teachings of
our Lord. Given that we are already more than halfway to Holy Week, I think
now is a good opportunity to take stock of where we have been and what
remains before us still.
We continue Getting to Know Grace each Wednesday evening, and each week has
been a wonderful expression of the community that exists in this place.
Ministry teams have really stepped up in impressive fashion, not only sharing
their skills with a Crock Pot, but the stories of God’s action through their
ministries, too. We have learned more about not just what we do in this place,
but also who we are – a people of faith who step forward together. And each
week we gather in the sanctuary to lift our prayers to God as incense, sharing
our faith through song, Scripture, and holy silence.
I want to thank all those who have provided soup, bread, drinks, stories, songs,
and more this season. Thanks in advance to those who will participate in these
ways during the next two weeks. Events like these are not especially
complicated, but they simply do not happen without many, many dedicated
people who are willing to come together for the sake of our community. I am
grateful for you all.
The next few weeks will draw us together even more, particularly as we enter
Holy Week. Holy Week begins on a particularly joyful note this year, as we
welcome New Members to Grace on Palm Sunday. I am sure it will be a special
experience to be welcomed into the congregation amidst all the pageantry of
the palms and Hosannas of this festival. Then the mood becomes somber, as the
story begins to dwell on the growing darkness of Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday. This darkness, though bleak, remains important each year for our faith
– it highlights the contrast between its own emptiness and the full, unstoppable
light of the risen Christ. We all share the opportunity to fully experience the
highs of the Palms and praise, the lows of abandonment and the death of Christ,
and the renewal of our joy thanks to the triumphant victory of Jesus Christ on
Easter Sunday.
If you have not yet been able to join us during Lent, I hope you will find
yourself able and inspired to do so in the next few weeks. The entirety of the
Christian life is a journey we make together, to be sure, but there is power
beyond words in what we will be sharing together soon. We hope to see you.
-Pr. Gregg

The day you discover the
sanctuary of the divine within
you, is the day that your life
settles down forever and that
you’re ready for the magic
of the true adventure.
John O’Donohue
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Our Mission
to welcome all people into a
community of God’s Grace,
nurture disciples who live in
faith, equip witnesses who
share the Gospel, and send
ministers who serve in love.

As we move into Lent, I continue to reflect on various hymn texts. I am currently
reading the text of Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross, penned by hymn writer, Fanny J.
Crosby. Though she was blind from an early age, Ms. Crosby wrote over 8,000 hymns
and songs during her lifetime. In this hymn, she uses vivid imagery and powerful
metaphors to illustrate our daily walk and God’s love and mercy. The Cross is portrayed
as a place where pain of earth and joy of heaven come together, as a place of refuge
and solace. Though the Cross is an instrument of cruel punishment, the idea that we are
healed by God’s grace is evident in this text. In the chorus, Fanny recalls the hope of
heaven:
“In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever;
Till my ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river.”
Blessings, Dr. Jeremy
Grace Ringers Rehearses
Mondays at 6:20 PM
in the Choir Room

Grace Alone Rehearses

Parish Choir Rehearses

Mondays at 7:20 PM

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM

in the Sanctuary

in the Choir Room

Pr. Rachel’s Newsletter Article for April
This month, we will be welcoming new members into our congregation. Some of these ‘new’
members have been attending for a number of months (or maybe even years!), and some are new to
Grace within the last couple months. It’s exciting to be bringing them into membership here, no
matter how long they’ve been with us, and I’m looking forward to this welcome.
During the Following the Light Gatherings, Pastor Gregg and I heard so many times how people
had been welcomed into the church when they first visited, and how that welcome made them feel
at home. I feel like I have experienced that in my own ‘new’ stage. I (we) have been so warmly
welcomed in the past four months. You all have introduced yourselves many times - one member
has proactively introduced herself by name every time she has come through the line so that I can
learn without having to ask! You have been gracious as I’ve figured out systems here, and invited
me into small groups and your lives. Your welcome has been kind and generous, and I see it offered
to all those who come to Grace.
As I reflected on this, I began to think about how we continue to make each other welcome in the
church, after the ‘newness’ has worn off. This is something I discussed with the Youth not long ago
– what makes them feel welcome in GYM? Or in church? What keeps them coming back? I heard
that they feel welcome when they know they can be themselves; when their input is appreciated;
when they can participate; when they know others will be there with them and glad to see them.
I imagine those answers hold true for many of us – we feel drawn to places where we are known and
loved, where we are missed when we’re gone, where our participation matters. It feels so good when
others affirm us in these ways, no matter how long we’ve known them, no matter how long we’ve
been part of the ‘family.’
As we welcome our newest members into the Grace family, I’ll also be thinking about how we
welcome each other every time we gather here, be it for worship, for ministry, for learning, or for
fellowship. I invite you to join me in finding ways to continually welcome one another, to make sure
our brothers and sisters know they are loved, by God and by us, and that their presence here
matters! And, in case you haven’t heard it lately – YOU are loved, by God and by us, and your
2
presence here with us matters!
Peace of Christ – Pr. Rachel

Communion
Milestone
& Class
Join us for the Communion
Milestone Class on
Saturday, May 11, from 9am - 12pm!

We will then celebrate the Communion
Milestone (when these members officially
accept their role as recipients of God's
grace in the bread and wine of the
sacrament) on Sunday, May 12th.
This Class & Milestone is open to anyone,
but is generally designed for children in
Kindergarten through 5th grade. We will
bake bread, talk about Baptism and
Communion, share stories, and learn more
about God and our faith. Kids, please bring
a parent with you to this class.
Sign up using the Tear & Share,
or contact Pr. Rachel.

Please join us for
Easter Breakfast
on Sunday, April
21, from 9:00 11:00 AM in the
Fellowship Hall.
A free-will
offering is taken to cover the cost of the food. We
will be serving quiche/breakfast casseroles, hash
browns, fruit, mini muffins, orange juice, tea and
coffee. We always have a big turnout for Easter
Breakfast; please sign up on the Tear and Share
indicating how many people will be attending.
If you would like to donate a quiche/breakfast
casserole for the breakfast, please indicate that as
well. If you bring a quiche to share, please make
sure it is heated before you bring it.
Hope to see you at Grace’s Easter Breakfast.
Pat, Karen, Kathy, Debbie, Donna, Kay, Bob,
Ellen, Sig, and any other
Bereavement Ministry Members,
The card you recently sent meant so much to both of
us. I had been thinking about my dad that day since I
was wearing my “Honor Flight” T-shirt - such good
memories of our trip in 2015 to DC!
Grace, and all of you, will always have a special
place in our hearts.

Much love, Ann and Ray (Mohrmann)

Nursery Attendant Needed:
Please spread the word that Grace Lutheran is hiring a new nursery attendant. The nursery
attendant’s responsibilities include caring for children age newborn through four-years-old, engaging
the children with books or games during their time in the nursery, attending to the children’s feeding
and toileting needs, and communicating with parents. Candidates must be at least 21-years-old,
have a high school diploma or equivalent, current Infant-Child CPR and First Aid certification,
childcare-related work experience, and a clean criminal background check. This is a part-time
position without benefits, and the typical hours are 8 am to noon on Sundays and occasional
weekday evenings for special events. Compensation is $10 per hour for the first year with
opportunities for hourly wage increases with each subsequent year of employment. Since the
nursery attendant can rarely attend Sunday morning worship, candidates who are not members of
our congregation are preferred. Interested candidates
should send a resume to
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Pastor Gregg Hoffman at pastorgregg@gracerockhill.com.

ALL THINGS LENT INTO EASTER 2019
LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES
Join us on Wednesday Evenings for Holden Evening Prayer Worship. Bring the family and enjoy soup and
bread at 6:15 PM. At 7:00 PM worship begins. This year we are “Getting To Know Grace”.
HOLY WEEK SERVICES and WORSHIP ASSISTANT LIST
Your assistance is essential to fill in all the blanks below. The blank spaces show we need LOTS of help if you can assist any of these roles, contact Debbie Gignac at 803-324-0081.
April 18, 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service
Lector: ____________
Petitioner: _____________
Comm Asst: ________
Crucifer:_______________
Acolyte:____________
Acolyte:_______________
April 19, 7:00 PM Good Friday Service (dress in black)
Crucifer: Sam Smith
Acolyte:______________
April 21 Easter Services
9:30 AM
11:00 AM
Lector:
____________
__________________
Comm Asst:
Henri Vasseur
Nora Sliney
Petitioner:
___________
__________________
Crucifer:
___________
__________________
Acolytes:
Jamison Palermo
__________________
___________
__________________
HELP FILL IN THE BLANKS - CONTACT DEBBIE GIGNAC ASAP (803-324-0081)
8:00 AM
____________
____________
____________
____________
____________

NEW MEMBER CLASS
Grace’s next New Member Class and lunch is scheduled for Sunday, April 7 at 12:15 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign up on the bottom of the Tear and Share,
or contact Pastor Gregg, if you are interested in attending.
New members will be received on Palm Sunday, April 14, at both services.

CPR CLASS "Hands Only"
Join Frances Stockley in learning how to save
a life with Hands Only CPR, AHA "Friends &
Family". This is a "no charge" class.
This is not a certification course.
Class includes CPR, AED use, and choking relief.
Recommended for ushers and anyone interested.
If you need a certification course for life guarding or work,
please contact Frances (fstockley55@gmail.com).
Classes: Saturday, May 18th 1st class 9am- 10:30am;
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2nd class 11am-12:30pm. 10 people per class max.

MEMORIALS &
HONORARY GIFTS
Received in March 2019
In memory of
Michael Panther
Judy and Sig Huitt
Endowment Fund

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 2019

New Member Class
April 7, 12:15 PM (Fellowship Hall)
Annual Grace Day of Cleaning
Saturday, April 13, 9:00 am until 12:00 pm
New Members Received - April 14 (both services)

April
Birthdays

Maundy Thursday Worship - April 18, 7:00 PM
Good Friday Tenebrae Service - April 19, 7:00 PM

Easter Worship Services (with Holy Communion)
April 21: 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:00 AM
Easter Monday - April 22 - OFFICE CLOSED
Seniors@Grace - Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz
April 25, 11:30 AM

MAY 2019

Confirmation Class - Saturday, May 4 - 8:30 am
Youth Sunday Practice - May 4, 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Youth Sunday - May 5 - both services

Communion Milestone Class
Saturday, May 11, 9:00 am until noon
Communion Milestone
Sunday, May 12 at both services
Confirmation Class - Saturday, May 18 - 8:30 am
CPR “Hands Only” - Saturday, May 18
9:00 am - 10:30 am and 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
Family Promise - Sunday, May 19 through May 26
SC Synod Assembly
May 30 through June 1 - Spartanburg, SC

JUNE 2019

Last Day of Sunday School - Sunday, June 2
Fifth Sunday Worship and Pot Luck Lunch
June 30, 10:00 am (One Service)

AUGUST 2019

Family Promise - Sunday, August 11 - August 18

1 - Janice Young, Emily Wheeler
3 - Caroline Clark, Jill Grossoehme
4 - Dixon Baird
7 - Steve Young
9 - Rick Westbrook, Linda Zieverink,
Betsy Burns
10 - Vivian Robinson, Harold Williams
11 - Kerri Howley, Herb Wood
12 - Cindy Bennett
13 - Harry Hazen
15 - Bert Bobb, Leah Vaughn
16 - Megan Austin
18 - Elliott Baird
19 - Cameron Cassidy
20 - Nancy Barone,
22 - Tom Sturniolo, Ron Gordon,
Trevor Lentini,
23 - Christopher Lentini,
Thomas Lentini
24 - Kyra Cordle
26 - Grace Caroline Bell
29 - Martha Mills, Sarah Baird,
Dawn Hartman
31 - Weltha Martin

SEPTEMBER 2019

Second Harvest Mobile Food Truck
September 5 (with Flint Hill Baptist)

Fifth Sunday Worship and Pot Luck Lunch
September 29, 10:00 am (One Service)

NOVEMBER 2019

FINANCIAL REPORT - March 2019

Family Promise - Sunday, Nov. 3 - Nov. 10

DECEMBER 2019

Fifth Sunday Worship and Coffee Fellowship
December 29, 10:00 am (One Service)
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Not available at press time.
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL GRACE DAY OF CLEANING
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 - 9:00 AM UNTIL 12:00 PM
The Property Committee and Worship and Music are sponsoring the ANNUAL GRACE DAY OF CLEANING on
Saturday, April 13, starting at 9:00 am. Bring your gloves, buckets and cleaners, mops and brooms, rakes
and leaf blowers. Many hands make the work go faster and you may also meet new (and old) friends and
have fun at the same time. All ages and skill levels are welcome! Sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall list
the specific tasks to be done. You do not need to show up on April 13: you can take a job or two, complete
beforehand and mark off the sheet. Please review the sheet and sign up for a task you would like to do.
If you have something else you would like to volunteer to do, please indicate that on the sheet.
YOUR HELP IS APPRECIATED!
Seniors@Grace welcomes Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz back for lunch and a chat on Thursday, April 25, at
11:30 am. We will start with fellowship, followed by lunch and our visit with our Campus Minister.
Dr. Olga-Maria Cruz joined our staff this August as the Campus Minister for WELCM. She moved from St. Leo
University in Florida, where she had been Episcopal Missioner. Dr. Cruz holds the BA in English with a minor in Voice
Performance from the University of Florida, the Master of Divinity in Theology from The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, and the Ph.D. in Ethics from the same institution. Her doctoral supervisor was
Dr. E. David Cook, of Green College, Oxford, where she studied for two years.

As well as singing and acting professionally, Dr. Cruz is a published poet and essayist, the recipient of several grants and
residencies for creative writing, and taught English, Ethics, and Interdisciplinary Studies at Bellarmine University in
Louisville for more than 12 years. Over the past three years, Dr. Cruz has been discerning a call to ordained ministry, and
finding delight in ministering to college faculty, staff, and students. Her focus is offering God’s abundant welcome to all
people.

Grace Lutheran Church
426 Oakland Avenue
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: 803-324-5295
E-mail: ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Articles for the May 2019
newsletter are due by
April 9, 2019.
Feel free to e-mail the office at
ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com
or drop by Monday through Friday,
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Thank you!

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (Holy Communion at both services every Sunday)
8:30 AM

Worship Service with piano, drum, flute, guitar, and Grace Alone Choir

9:45 AM

Sunday School (all ages) and Coffee & Fellowship
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11:00 AM

Worship Service with organ, piano, and Parish Choir

10:00 AM

Worship Service with Holy Communion (on fifth Sundays of the month)

