Dear Grace family,

July, 2019

This month, I am excited to tell you about the GYM High School
Mission trip! It was an amazing week, and we are all so grateful to
Grace for the support you give to send our kids on this trip.
Mollie Andrews, Emory
Beer, Jacob Bell, Caroline
Corbett, Dawson Harbert,
Coby Johnson,
Connor Johnson,
Jaxon Sidden, and
Dustin Stegall, along with
Art Harris and myself
(Pr. Rachel), spent June
16-21 in Knoxville, TN.
We joined with St. John’s
Lutheran Church’s Win Our
World (WOW) Urban
Ministries program, and the
youth of Knoxville’s
Westminster Presbyterian
Church, to spend the week
serving the local
community. WOW is a
youth-led program, focused on growing the leadership abilities of the
staff and the participants through service.
Our week was a mix of service work, faith formation, leadership
learning, group building, and outings. On Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday mornings and afternoons, as well as Wednesday morning,
we were sent to different mission sites for 2-3 hour blocks to serve with
and alongside the community. The work we did included:

Mobile Meals – a team would pick up premade meals, get a list of
addresses, and spend the morning delivering lunches to members of
the community who were older than 60 and unable to prepare their
own meals. For
some, we were the
only people they’d
see that day. The
recipients were
happy to see us, and
the youth saw
immediately how
their work impacted
the people we met.
(Continued on page 2)

Faith isn’t about having
everything figured out
ahead of time;
faith is about following the
quiet voice of God without
having everything figured
out ahead of time.
Rachel Held Evans
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KARM Thrift, Ladies of Charity, Salvation Army, and Habitat for
Humanity – A number of our mission sites were donation locations
throughout the city. We spent time sorting through donations,
preparing them for resale. KARM Thrift was able to tell us after each
visit how many meals we had provided for through our work (one shift
sorted 7,000 meals worth of donations!)
Random Acts of Flowers – Teams arranged donated flowers in to
bouquets that were then delivered to patients in local healthcare
facilities, brightening their stays.
Wesley House – This site is a community center for at-risk children in the area. Our teams played with the
kids during the week, jumping into basketball games, running around, and sharing love through recreation.
Minvilla, Guy B. Love, KARM EBED, Serene Manor – These mission sites are residences, including
permanent low-income housing, assisted living, and shelters. We visited residents, playing games, talking,
sharing stories, doing puzzles, delivering cards, and praying over beds that would house people overnight.
These sites provided opportunities for us to get to know our neighbors better, and to be part of one another’s
stories, just for a little while.
Project Live – This site changed day to day. One group helped a resident pack her house for relocation.
Another group did yardwork, including attempting to tame a very large tree!
Beardsley Farm – This site is an urban garden, which
partially provides food for Mobile Meals and other local food
programs. We spent time here weeding blueberry bushes
and picking squash, among other gardening tasks.
CAC Kitchen, VMC Lunch – Some of our groups got to
prepare and serve food directly to our neighbors, and to talk
with them as they ate. This was another site that allowed us
to spend quality time with those we served.
Water Wagon – Those who returned from a mission site
early had the opportunity to take the Water Wagon out for a
spin. We would bring cold water to neighbors on the street,
offering a drink to neighbors experiencing homelessness,
sharing a moment of fellowship.
Every day, through Bible study and worship, we explored a theme that related to our
week’s theme of “Something Beautiful.” We talked about the beauty within ourselves, in
relationships, in community, in brokenness and pain, and in healing. Every evening, our
Grace group would sit down together, share our highs, lows, and God Moments, and we’d
also share some beauty related to the day’s theme. Our youth took these reflections
seriously, and they shared openly with one another, growing in faith and relationship with
each other as they talked.
(Continued on page 3)
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Our youth particularly enjoyed the worship services we had each day. The WOW staff led us in a Service of
Holy Communion, mainly comprised of call-and-response sung liturgy. The WOW youth provided
accompaniment with guitars, piano, and violin. During worship, different youth took turns sharing faith
stories, and the high school staff offered reflections focused on the day’s theme as the sermon. During
Thursday evening’s service, we broke into groups midway through and were led in an interactive exploration
of brokenness, death, and resurrection, centered on Christ. The opportunity to worship each day is not one
we often have, and we were glad to have it!
Wednesday and Friday afternoon and evening were spent on
Grace group outings. On Wednesday, we went to the local
nature center where we had a great time kayaking and paddle
boarding in the beautiful quarry-turned-lake. Afterwards, we
headed into downtown Knoxville for a little shopping and
sightseeing while dodging rain. We enjoyed a tasty local bbq
dinner, did our group debrief outside, and finished the evening
with ice cream from a local dairy. It was a great break in the midst of a week of hard work. Friday, on our way
home, we stopped in Asheville, NC, to explore a high ropes course. It was lots of fun, physically challenging,
and a beautiful day to be outside. We ate one more dinner together and shared the best parts of our week
before driving the last two hours home.
I asked the youth to share a few sentences summing up their week – something they loved, something they
learned, something they’d take away. Here are some of their responses:
“I love WOW with my entire heart. You grow so close to everyone there, you get to help people do things they
can't possibly do by themselves, and it is always such a positive experience. It is truly always the highlight of
my summer.” - Caroline
“On the trip, I saw God in so many ways, and in so many people. It is amazing how you can help so many
people just by working for about 6 hours a day. I made so many new friends and greatly strengthened
friendships I had already made. In all it was an absolutely amazing experience.” - Jacob
“We all got to interact with not only each other, but with the community. I feel that we all got a lot closer as a
youth group. WOW week has been and probably will be the best week from my summer.” - Mollie
“For it being the second time that I have gone to WOW, I just want to say it gets better every year you go and
it really opens your mind to what everyone’s situation is because everyone has problems and to see them
forget them for that week so they can help the people around the community is amazing. It shows that God
works through us to help others even when the people we are helping are at their lowest or just need a few
hands to sort clothing or pull weeds. But to see the smiles we bring by just doing the simplest things is
amazing. You could be just handing out water and with every cup you gave out you saw a new smile and
learned a new story from every person you talked to.” - Dustin
"Going to WOW the second time was just as good as the first. The older you
get the more eye opening these trips get. You see how blessed we are and see
all the little things we take for granted. You get to go out and help the
community and serve and help others who can't do it for themselves."
- Jaxon
I was so proud of our youth as they worked this week. They dedicated themselves to the tasks set before them,
they engaged openly, and they loved one another throughout everything. This also reflects well on the church
community (you!) that has raised them up and is sending them out into the world to share the gospel.
There are more stories to share – I invite you to ask the youth directly about their experience!
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Peace, Pr. Rachel

MEMORIALS & HONOR GIFTS
Received in June 2019
In Honor of Nico Evan Lindenbeck’s Baptism
Regina and Dirk Lindenbeck
Miscellaneous Fund
In Memory of Margaret Yoder
Karen and Art Harris
Memorial Fund
In Memory of Pat Doolittle
Karen and Art Harris
Irene and Doug Pointon
Memorial Fund
Paula and Earl Gatlin
Endowment Fund
Karen Snipes
Betsy and Dan Bartel
Music Fund
Terri and Bob Schavey
Good Samaritan Fund

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Are you interested in making Chrismons for
your personal use or for our Chrismon
Tree? Christmas in July might be of
interest to you! The first session for
making the Chrismons will be Friday,
July 12 at 10:00 am in the Common
Area. If you have small wire cutters,
needle nose or flat nose pliers used for jewelry making
or other small craft projects, you might want to bring
those labeled with your name. We will have some
available to share. You are not required to purchase a
Chrismon kit in order to take part in making them for
the church tree. We are purchasing enough materials
for 10 symbols plus a few additional single symbol kits.
If, however, you wish to contribute to the purchase of
the kits, we will gladly accept any amount you wish to
contribute toward the purchase. We will also accept
donations from congregational members who wish to
support the effort. If you cannot come at 10:00 AM July
12 but can come later on that Friday or would prefer an
evening, please contact Linda Horst by text, email, or
phone at dnlhorst@gmail.com or 803-367-3510.
SENIORS@GRACE - Seniors@Grace will be back in the
Fellowship Hall on Thursday, July 25 at 11:30 am for a
yummy lunch and two Winthrop University guests. Our
guests from the Dean of Students office will share with us
an update on today’s Winthrop students and the many
challenges they face in 2019. Also, please mark your
calendars for Thursday, August 15 at 11:30 am (carpool
details to follow) for our trip to the Museum of York
County. We will see the exhibits about the moon landing
and a special Planetarium show before they leave the
Museum. Sign-up on Sunday’s Tear & Share for July’s Lunch
and/or Museum Trip in August. Contact Annie-Laurie
Wheat with any questions (wheatannielaurie@gmail.com).

A Centennial Celebration:
Grace Lutheran Church Turns 100!
It might seem far away, but 2023 will be here before we know
it. In that year, our congregation will celebrate 100 years of
ministry in Rock Hill, and we want to celebrate the occasion
by highlighting all God has done, is doing, and will continue
to do with the people of Grace. If you are interested in serving
on a planning team to help with the 100th Anniversary
festivities, please contact Pr. Gregg
pastorgregg@gracerockhill.com

Home Communion: Interested?
We are planning to send Holy Communion to those
members of Grace who cannot join us in worship on
Sunday mornings. Before we can resume this
ministry on a regular basis once again, we need to
know who is interested.
If you are interested in receiving Home Communion,
please contact the church office and let us know.
(803-324-5295)
If you know someone who might be interested, please
contact that person first to be sure; once you are sure,
please contact the church office and let us know.
If you are interested in serving as a Home Communion
minister, let us know that part, too!
We hope to restart the Home Communion ministry sometime
this summer and will plan on sending the sacrament out once
or twice each month thereafter. Thank you for your help!

HABITAT BUILD ON 423 MINT STREET - Due to the rainy
spring, the Faith Build on Mint Street did not start when
planned, so the original work schedules got revised. The
Outreach Committee has committed Grace to a workday
on Saturday July 13. A new sign up sheet is in the
Fellowship Hall. Grace needs at least five volunteers to
do punch list work, and we need at least one volunteer
to provide lunch for 15 people. You can contact Earl
Gatlin at ergat@comporium.net with your name, phone
# and email address.
ROAR VBS - Make Vacation Bible School the mane
event! This epic African adventure engages the whole
herd. At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and celebrate
a ferocious faith that powers them through this wild life.
(Grace is aware that some of Roar's curriculum has come
into question; we are revising those lessons and look
forward to a great week of growing in faith!) Grace will
offer ROAR from Monday, July 29 until
Friday, August 2, from 9:00 am until noon.
Friends are also welcome to register. You
can
4 sign up your child(ren) online here, or
pick up a registration packet in the
Fellowship Hall.

SAVE THE DATE
JULY 2019
Habitat Faith Build - Saturday, July 13
8:30 AM until 3:00 PM - 423 Mint Street
Seniors@Grace - Thursday, July 25 - 11:30 am
Fellowship Hall - Winthrop Guests
Vacation Bible School - July 29 to August 2
9:00 am until 12:00 pm - ROAR!
AUGUST 2019
Family Promise
Sunday, August 11 through Sunday, August 18
Seniors@Grace - Thursday, August 15 - 11:30 AM
Museum of York County & Planetarium Show
Bereavement Quarterly Lunch
Wednesday, August 21, 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
GYM Beach Retreat - August 23 - 25 - Isle of Palms
SEPTEMBER 2019
Second Harvest Mobile Food Truck
September 5 (with Flint Hill Baptist)
Annual Parish Picnic - Sunday, September 22
12:30 PM - Elk’s Park
Fifth Sunday Worship - 10:00 am (One Service) September 29 (no Potluck afterward)
NOVEMBER 2019
Family Promise - November 3 - November 10
LIFT Retreat - November 15 - 17
Crow’s Nest @ Lutherock
DECEMBER 2019
Fifth Sunday Worship and Coffee Fellowship
10:00 am (One Service) - December 29

FLOWER AND CANDLE CHART - Thanks to everyone
who signed up to sponsor a vase (or two) of flowers for
beautifying our worship spaces on Sunday mornings. Now
that summer is here plan to take a moment and see what
Sundays may still be available through the end of the year.
If you wish you may choose to provide flowers for one or
both vases, on the Sunday of your choice in honor or
memory of a loved one or “to the glory of God”. The cost is
$35.00 per vase, and can be paid online, with a check
marked in the memo line “Flowers” and dropped in the
offering plate, or mailed to the church. You are invited to
take the flowers home with you any time after the 11:00 am
service.
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Thanks in advance,
Worship & Music Committee

BIRTHDAYS
2 - Kathy Taylerson, Pete Hildebrandt
3 - Craig Ketner, Olga-Maria Cruz
4 - Tammie Harbert
9 - Sig Huitt, Cindy Barber,
Christopher Bustetter
10 - Ann Alewine, Jake Monahan
11 - Michelle del Castillo
12 - Kaila Stegall
15 - Pam Kirby
17 - Betsy Bartel
18 - Donna Wylie
19 - Brittany Booth
21 - Nona Schwarze, Martha Zook
22 - Dewain Thiessen, Olivia Lowrance,
Walter Garcia, Charles Carter
23 - Mary Wicker, Darice Capper
24 - Madeline Hazen, Connor Sidden,
Michael Lindenbeck
25 - Allis Edwards
26 - Windy Cole, Joe Bennett
27 - Joe Warmoth, Neil Preston
28 - Cecelia Garcia
29 - Aiden Dunnett
30 - Tom Mitchell, Mike Dunnett
Caroline Floyd
31 - Tammie Vettorel

FINANCIAL REPORT - May 2019
May giving for budget
2019 giving to date
Average needed for budget to date
ACM giving in May
ACM campaign to date

$37,961
$233,176
$239,010
$5,635
$748,802
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Dear fellow members who share in our Baptism as children of God,
Thank you for your cards, visits, thoughts and prayers expressing your concern
and support during my recent surgery. They are vivid reminders that the family of faith is active in caring for one another. Thank you so much for remembering Linda and me in this time of need. I’m happy to report that the surgery
went very well, although complicated, and that recovery is progressing nicely.
This ordeal is another reminder that where I am, the Holy Spirit is with me.
Don Horst
Dear Grace Lutheran,

I am so thankful for the beautiful memory
box. It is perfect for keeping memories of
my beloved brother Ray in it.
I am touched that you were thinking of me
as I am going through this unexpected loss.

Grace Family,

I want to thank you for all the support during
my dad’s passing - the cards, prayers, food and
all the words to help my family and me through
this difficult time. I am so lucky to have a
wonderful family and a great church family too.

Love, Ellen Gwyn

Grace Lutheran Church
426 Oakland Avenue
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: 803-324-5295
E-mail: ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
Articles for the August 2019
newsletter are due by
July 9, 2019.
Feel free to e-mail the office at
ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com
or drop by Monday through Friday,
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Thank you!

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (Holy Communion at all services every Sunday)
8:30 AM Worship Service with piano, drum, flute, guitar, and Grace Alone Choir
9:45 AM Sunday School (all ages) and Coffee & Fellowship
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11:00 AM Worship Service with pipe organ, piano, and Parish Choir
10:00 AM

Combined Worship Service (on fifth Sundays of the month)

Love, Brenda (Mills)

