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We have what we seek, 
it is there all the time, 
and if we give it time, 

it will make itself 
known to us. 

 
Thomas Merton 

www.gracerockhill.com  

Please “Like” us on Facebook 

Grace family,                                             June, 2019  
 
Chapter 14 of the Gospel according to John is one of the most popular sections 

of Scripture. Selections from this chapter are often read at funerals, which is 

appropriate because here Jesus is attempting to console the disciples at the 

thought of his departure. Jesus tells them to not let their hearts be troubled but 

to believe in God (and, by extension, the promises God has made).              

Perhaps Philip was not listening carefully, since he immediately requests, 

“Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Do we honestly believe 

these words? Is Philip being honest with himself, that, having seen the Father, 

he will then be satisfied? Knowing a bit more about human behavior, I think 

Augustine summed things up more accurately, writing in his Confessions,   

"You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless 

until they find their rest in you." 

Whatever satisfaction Philip may have been seeking, it would not have been 

complete if Jesus had shown him the Father. Philip was a direct witness to   

miracles and present for the transformative teachings of Christ – he had already 

seen the Father at work! Our hearts remain restless, until we are united with 

God. 

The summer months can be a time for rest, a time when many households go 

on trips, whether to see family or perhaps to enjoy some time in the mountains 

or to relax at the beach. These times are important, because they give us the 

opportunity to engage in Sabbath rest. It is even more important to remember 

that, amidst the rest and recreation of the coming weeks, we should also make 

time to find rest in God. This might take the form of reading your Bible in the 

cool of a morning, or perhaps taking a little extra time to praise God for the 

beauty of creation. If you are one who travels, perhaps you will be able to take 

part in worship in another community; if so, come back and share what you 

experienced. This is the important lesson from John 14 – the one that Philip 

needed to learn – that though we continually long to see God for ourselves,   

we should not miss the opportunity to experience God each day, wherever we 

might be.   

Jesus promises the disciples that he will not leave them alone; instead, the Holy 

Spirit will come and show them truth, reminding them of God’s promises.    

He was referring to Pentecost, a festival we will be celebrating soon. In that 

spirit, I pray your summer begins in the comfort of knowing that God does not 

leave you either. The Holy Spirit is poured out on all of us, guiding us, loving 

us, and reminding us in quiet moments of rest that God continues to sustain the 

faithful, granting them peace.  

Peace in Christ,  -Pr. Gregg  
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Greetings from the music ministry of Grace Lutheran Church! Thanks to the wonderful    

singers and players for providing fantastic worship experiences throughout Lent and Holy 

Week. Grace is blessed to have beautiful musicians who commit to lead us in worship weekly. 

 

As the summer approaches, I would like to extend a welcome to anyone who might be       

interested in joining us! Summer time is a perfect time to give one of the choirs a try.         

We will be only be meeting on Sunday mornings, so commitment is easier during these 

months. If you have thought about singing, come talk to me or one of the members. Grace 

Alone or Parish Choir has room for YOU! 

 

Pr. Rachel’s Newsletter Article for June 

Summer has arrived, as the soaring temperatures attest. Soon school will be out, and many of us 
will be off on vacations, visiting with family, and taking time to rest and relax. Around Grace,    
some programs, including Sunday School, weeknight choir rehearsal, and weekly GYM will take a 
break. Yet, the work of the church will be continuing strong throughout the summer!  
 
Throughout the next few months, Grace will continue to host many community groups in our space, 
including AA, the Newcomers, the SC Writers Association, the Scouts, just to name a few. Our own 
ministry committees will be meeting and doing their work. Each Sunday we will gather for worship. 
At the end of July, we will host ROAR VBS, and many children and volunteers will come together to 
learn that “Life is wild and God is good.” In August, we will welcome Family Promise for the third 
week this year. 
 
Grace is truly a hub for ministry, in that our church building is used by at least one group nearly 
every day, rather than sitting empty all days but Sunday. Inviting hospitality is itself a ministry of 
Grace, as many people experience God’s love as they find safe and caring community in this place. 
By offering a welcoming, comfortable space - to our community especially - we are being good  
stewards of the gift of our building.  
 
Your financial gifts keep these things going, and they are as needed this summer as all throughout 
the year. Inviting hospitality means our HVAC system is running, our lights are on, our bathrooms 
are cleaned regularly. Our staff continue to work at their usual hours during these months. The 
many ministries that go on, including Sunday worship, require supplies and materials. We have 
named all of these ministries as valuable, having written them into our budget and made plans for 
them to happen. As you prepare for a great summer, please consider a plan for how you will be   
supporting Grace in these months, and how your offering will get to Grace if you’ll be gone.  
 
Your faithful stewardship – of time, talent, and treasure – makes a difference at Grace and for our 
community. Thank you for being part of this ministry we share!  -Pr. Rachel  
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Dear Grace Family,                                                                             
30 April 2019 

My deep appreciation for your kind 
expression of sympathy on the passing 

of my mother. My memory box has 
truly served as a treasure and has given 
me much comfort. Your prayers, cards, 

and wonderful memory box will  al-
ways be remembered.  

Love always,  

Sally Wofford Wilson 

One More New Member Family - Welcome! 

Thank you, Donna Wylie, for noticing Becky and Jimmy Evans were missing from last month’s Grace 

Notes newsletter introductions.  Here is their biography (with photo): 

Jimmy Evans works as a contract manager for Domtar Paper Company. 
His interests include watching movies, woodworking, and home projects.  

Becky Evans is coming to Grace from Lake Wylie Lutheran Church. 
She is married to Jimmy. Her hobbies include quilting, sewing, and gardening. 

May was Milestone Month at Grace Lutheran.  
We celebrated the following milestones with  

those named on the dates below each event title: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation 

(May 5, 2019) 

Clayton Ballog 

Grace Caroline Bell 

Ryan Brown, Jr.  

Jaxon Sidden 

Dustin Stegall 

Kaila Stegall 

Michael T. Wheeler 

Communion  

(May 12, 2019) 

Bruce Hart  

Emmerson Ingram 

Sofia Lindenbeck 

Bailey Palermo 

Brady Quaine 

Carson Quaine 

Driver's License 

(May 12, 2019) 

Emory Beer 

Jaden Brown  

Caroline Corbett 

Abby Ketner  

May 5, 2019 

Dear Church Members, 

Thank you so much for the food and 

toiletries. That was so nice and     help-

ful. I appreciate the gifts so much.  

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Landries 

 

May 7, 2019 

Members of Grace Lutheran 

Church,  

Thank you very much for the kind 

gesture during Teacher                

Appreciation Week. The meal and 

fellowship was appreciated. 

James Daigle 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Thank you for your recent gift of $535.00 

in support of Lutheridge, Lutherock,    

Lutheranch and Luther Springs. The faith 

of thousands of children, youth, adults 

and families is built and fortified through 

the power of sharing in a Christ-centered 

community.  

Your gift changes everything for children 

who want to attend camp and a family 

who may not be able to afford the          

expense. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Keith Trout, Development Director 

Wayne and I have seen faith in 

action after my surgery. Thank 

you all for your thoughts and 

prayers, cards and so much food. 

We have been nourished 

spiritually and physically.  

 

God’s Peace to All, 

Donna Haselden 
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Rachel’s Ring - The Legacy of Rachel Pollari 

By Pat Kirk, Bereavement Ministry Chair 
 

Below you will see a few of the many sentiments expressed by members of Grace when we lost Rachel Pollari, at age 95, 
in 2017. Please read them. They will help the congregation (those who knew her, and those who didn ’t) understand why 
we are hoping to form a group called “Rachel’s Ring” in her honor. 
 

“She was such a beautiful person. A wonderful example of a Christian love.” 

“She will be remembered for a generation. May we all leave such a legacy.” 

“I am thankful to have known Rachel; such a generous and sweet spirit.” 

“As a child, I remember her being such a loving person and treasure those memories                                               
each Christmas when I hang her handmade ornaments on my tree.” 

“Rachel will always be a part of Grace. She was the main reason that we choose Grace as our church.                           
She made us feel at home.” 

“A wonderful lady. Her memory will be eternal.” ~ “Rachel was a special lady.” 

”Rachel was one of the sweetest people I have ever met.” ~ “She always greeted us with a smile. She was special.” 

”Rachel and Ted were a big influence on my faith life. They were both giving, loving, caring persons.                             
They were very involved in the church in so many activities.                                                                    

They were so kind and thoughtful towards the people at Grace. I always felt her love.” 

“Rachel had an amazing capacity for reaching out, welcoming, and loving people.                                                  
Many of us are members of Grace because of the enthusiastic and sincere welcome we received from her.” 

“Rachel was the first person we met when we visited Grace. She was the sweetest lady.” 

“I have many plants in my yard that came from her garden...they will always remind me of Rachel” 

“A life well lived. Rachel was a model for what we should all strive to be.”  

“She was so loving to everyone that met her and will always have a special place in my memory. She was Grace.” 

“Rachel and Ted befriended us as soon as we moved to Rock Hill and joined Grace Lutheran Church.                          
They were so sweet to us and we will always remember and cherish them.” 

“She taught me so much about being a Christian!”  

“She was the one to greet me the first time I walked into Grace.                                                                 
She was a light of God in this world and a shining example of Christian love and hospitality.” 

“Rachel was the epitome of Christian love! She shared that love in so many ways at Grace and elsewhere.                  
What a wonderful and talented lady!” 

“Rachel was one of the finest people I ever met.” 

“Her notes of love always came at a time when I needed them most.                                                             
She encouraged me, she thanked me, and she consoled me.” 

 

Rachel’s Ring 
 

Rachel’s Ring will honor the legacy of Rachel Pollari by following the examples she set in showing the love God has for 
His people. Rachel encouraged them, welcomed them, consoled them, told them they were missed, congratulated them 
for their milestones and accomplishments, supported them when they’re down, sent prayers and good wishes when they 
were sick, and acknowledged them for their help or service.  Our focus will be to do all those things through notes, cards,               
and prayers. 
  

The Circle will consist of two separate groups, Writers and Card Designers. They will all meet together once each       
quarter, after lunch, (with light dessert refreshments) for about 1-1/2 hours, in the Fellowship Hall. The writing group will 
use the distinctively designed “Rachel’s Ring” cards produced by the card group, which will be led by Louise Schmidt. 
Louise has been designing and creating these lovely cards (and sharing them with us) for many years, and is the best  
person in the world to teach and supervise us. We also hope the two groups will feel free to rotate . . . writers making cards 
when they feel creative, and the card group writing when they feel expressive.  
 

God knows that his people are in need of grace-filled reminders, and he called us to encourage each other every day until 
his Son returns. (Hebrews 3:13) Rachel lived this out through multiple expressions of love and encouragement every day 
of her life. She set the example, and we hope you will honor her by becoming a part of Rachel’s Ring.  
 

Please plan to stay for a very short informational meeting about this new ministry, following lunch,                                  
on our next 5th Sunday - June 30, 2019. 

 

“And let us consider how we may stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together” (Hebrews 10:24-25). 
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  1 - Joe Floyd 
  2 - Sara Johnson, Juan Romero,  
 Chip Grant 
  3 - Elsa Edwards 
  4 - Andy Monahan, Imke Lindenbeck 
  5 - Kendall Anderson, Carla Harrison 
  6 - Clara Darnell 
  8 - Bayard Ruff 
  9 - Jean Winsch 
12 - Christopher Preston,  
 Chelsea Preston 
14 - Mike Lindler, Mia White,  
 Lindsey Hill, Amy Preston 
16 - Austin Bigger 
17 - Lily Romero 
18 - Irene Pointon, Cora Wendelken 
20 - Louise Schmidt 
22 - Wayne Haselden,  
 Lukas Wendelken 
23 - Dave Hardendorf 
26 - Ralph Nadeau 
29 - Jackie Niedringhaus 
30 - Madison Dunnett 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

JUNE 2019 

Last Day of Sunday School - Sunday, June 2 

GYM WOW High School Mission Trip 
June 16 - 21 (TN) 

Fifth Sunday Worship and Pot Luck Lunch      
June 30, 10:00 am (One Service) 
Rachel’s Ring Presentation (noon) 

JULY 2019 

Vacation Bible School - July 29 to August 2 
9:00 am until 12:00 pm - ROAR! 

AUGUST 2019 

Family Promise - Sunday, August 11 - August 18 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Second Harvest Mobile Food Truck 
September 5 (with Flint Hill Baptist) 

Annual Parish Picnic 
Sunday, September 22, 12:30 PM (Elk’s Park) 

Fifth Sunday Worship (no Potluck) 
September 29, 10:00 am (One Service) 

NOVEMBER 2019 

Family Promise - Sunday, Nov. 3 - Nov. 10 

LIFT Retreat - November 15 to 17 - Crow’s Nest 

DECEMBER 2019 

Fifth Sunday Worship and Coffee Fellowship 
December 29, 10:00 am (One Service) 

FINANCIAL REPORT - May 2019 
 

(Not available at press time) 

MEMORIALS & HONOR GIFTS 

Received in May 2019 
In Honor of Irene and Doug Pointon’s Anniversary 

Doug Gay 
Music Fund 

 

In Memory of Margaret Yoder 
Judy and Sig Huitt 

Place of Grace Fund 
 

In Memory of Pat Doolittle 
Judy and Sig Huitt 

Place of Grace Fund 

FAMILY PROMISE THANKS - Grace hosted guests 
for meals and overnights May 19-26 as part of York 
County’s Family Promise program to assist people 
gain/regain self-sufficiency.  
 

Helping out during the week from Grace were John 
Barone, Cyndie Grogan, Nick and Jill Grossoehme, 
Ellen Gwyn, Ron and Dawn Hartman, Mary Hinson, 
Sig and Judy Huitt, Craig and Robin Ketner, Heather 
and Cameron Litzinger, Doris Lourigan, Skeeter 
Mills, Dan and Gerri Polito, Stan and Diane Senn, 
Frances Shockley, Kathy Taylerson, Larry Winsch 
and Martha Hester. Grace’s Boy Scout Troop 540 
and Diane Brooks and Jeff and Mary Chamberlain 
from Lake Wylie Lutheran also volunteered, as did 
Scott Wells and his life group from Forest Hill Church 
in Fort Mill. The Adult Bible Class donated money for 
the families to eat one meal out during the week.  
 

Thank you to those who took part in this live-giving 
ministry. The next time Grace hosts Family   
Promise is August 11-18; we hope you’ll         
consider joining us. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY COMING JUNE 30 - Grace’s next Fifth Sunday worship service is on 
Sunday, June 30. Worship time starts at 10:00 AM (note: one service only).           

Immediately following worship, we will sit down together and enjoy a 
potluck lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Now is the time to check out your 
favorite recipe you plan to bring to our 'Covered Dish Lunch' following 

our single worship service at 10am. Sign the Tear & Share if you plan to attend. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
426 Oakland Avenue 

Rock Hill, SC 29730 

Phone: 803-324-5295 

E-mail: ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com 

 

NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE 
Articles for the July 2019  

newsletter are due by  

June 11, 2019.                           

 

Feel free to e-mail the office at  

ParishAdmin@gracerockhill.com  

or drop by Monday through Friday,   

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Thank you!     

SUNDAY SCHEDULE (Holy Communion at all services every Sunday) 

8:30 AM     Worship Service with piano, drum, flute, guitar, and Grace Alone Choir 

  9:45 AM     Sunday School (all ages) and Coffee & Fellowship 

11:00 AM     Worship Service with organ, piano, and Parish Choir    
 

10:00 AM     Combined Worship Service (on fifth Sundays of the month)  

From Thursday, May 30 through Saturday, June 1, lay    

voting members, rostered leaders, visitors, Synod staff, 

and more will gather in Spartanburg for the annual SC 

Synod Assembly. This year's Assembly centers around the 

theme "Joining God in the Neighborhood." We will be 

welcoming our Companions from the Japanese          

Evangelical Lutheran Church as our guests. We will share 

in worship, Bible conversation, "Mission Moments", and a Keynote presentation. On Friday, there will 

be a "Lunch & Learn" where we consider the upcoming ELCA vote on Ordination as the entrance rite 

for Deacons, and at dinner Friday evening, we will consider the needs of the SC Synod as we         

approach the election of a new Bishop in 2020.  This time together will also include two "Special  

Focus" opportunities. On Friday afternoon, everyone will watch one of two films and then join in              

conversation about being good neighbors. On Saturday morning, we will be able to attend two 

workshops centered on resources for the congregation. We invite you to hold in prayer all who are 

attending this event, especially our voting members from Grace -  

Bill & Nora Sliney, Walker Stockley, Pastor Gregg and Pastor Rachel.  


